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ARTICLE 1301
TITLES, PURPOSE AND INTERPRETATION

Title. A Zoning Ordinance regulating and restricting the height, location, size and use of
buildings and/or land in the City of Bethlehem, Pennsylvania, the areas to be occupied by
buildings in proportion to the size of the lots upon which they stand: the size of yards and
other open spaces appurtenant thereto and the density of population, and for these
purposes establishing districts and boundaries, and other uses within such districts and
boundaries and providing for the appointment of a Zoning Hearing Board, and setting
forth the duties and functions of said Board and providing for administration, charges and
enforcement of this Ordinance and providing penalties for violation thereof.

Short Title. This Zoning Code shall be known and may be cited as "The Zoning
Ordinance of the City of Bethlehem.” This Ordinance is also known as “the Zoning Code
or as “Part 13" of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem. It is also hereinafter
referred to as “the Zoning Ordinance” or “This Ordinance.”

Purposes. The purposes of this Zoning Ordinance are to promote the public health, safety
and general welfare by:

Encouraging the most appropriate use of land.

Preventing the overcrowding of land.

Conserving the value of land and buildings.

Lessening the congestion of traffic on the roads.

Protecting important natural features.

Providing for adequate light and air.

Securing safety from fire, flood and other dangers.

Facilitating the adequate provision of transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks and
other public facilities.

Giving reasonable consideration, among other things, to the character of districts and their
peculiar suitability for particular uses.

Guiding and regulating the orderly growth, development, and redevelopment of the city in
accordance with the adopted Comprehensive Plan of the City of Bethlehem, and to serve
the objectives and principles of such Plan.

Carrying out the authorized purposes of a Zoning Ordinance, as provided in the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code, as amended.

Carrying out the purposes of the Pennsylvania Floodplain Management Act, as amended.

Interpretation. In interpreting and applying the provisions of this Zoning Ordinance, the
provision shall be held to be the minimum requirements adopted for the promotion of the
public health, safety, and general welfare of the City. Where the provisions of any statute,
other ordinance or regulation impose greater restrictions than this Ordinance, the
provisions of such statute, ordinance or regulation shall be controlling.

Separability. It is hereby declared to the legislative intent that:

If a court of competent jurisdiction declares any provision of this Ordinance to be invalid
or ineffective in whole or in part, the effect of such decision shall be limited to those
provisions which are expressly stated in the decision to be invalid or ineffective, and all
other provisions of this Ordinance shall continue to be separately and fully effective.
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(b) If a court of competent jurisdiction finds the application of any provision or provisions of
this Ordinance to any lot, building, or other structure, or tract of land, to be invalid or
ineffective, in whole or in part, the effect of such decisions shall be limited to the person,
property, or situation immediately involved in the controversy, and the application of any
such provision to other persons, property or situations shall not be affected.

1301.06 Application to Public Utility Corporations. This Ordinance shall not apply to facilities of a
public utility corporation, if specifically exempted by Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission after a hearing under the provisions of Section 619 of the Pennsylvania
Municipalities Planning Code, as amended.

1301.07 Application to City and Municipal Authorities. This ordinance shall not apply to any lot,
existing or proposed structure, use thereof, of any expansion thereof, owned, used or to be
used by the City of Bethlehem, and/or by any Municipal Authority created by the City of
Bethlehem.
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ARTICLE 1302
DEFINITIONS

1302.01 General.

(@)

1302.02

1302.03

1302.04

Unless otherwise expressly stated, the following words and phrases shall be construed

throughout this Ordinance to have the meanings herein indicated:

(1) Words used in the present tense include the future.

(2) The singular includes the plural, and the plural the singular.

(3) The word "person” includes a corporation, partnership, association and individual.

(4) The word "shall" is always mandatory. The word "may" is permissive.

(5) The word "lot" includes the word "parcel”, "tract”, or "plot".

(6) The word "used" or "occupied™ as applied to any land or building shall be construed
to include the words "intended, arranged or designed to be used or occupied.”

(7) The word "City" means the City of Bethlehem, Lehigh and Northampton Counties,
Pennsylvania; the terms "Council”, "Zoning Board", "Planning Commission” mean
respectively, the City Council, the Zoning Hearing Board and the City Planning
Commission of the City. County refers to Lehigh County and/or Northampton
County, Pennsylvania.

(8) If aword is not defined in this Ordinance, but is defined in the Subdivision and Land
Development Ordinance (SALDO) of the City of Bethlehem, as amended, then the
SALDO definition shall also apply to this Ordinance. If a term is not defined in this
Ordinance or the SALDO, then the term shall have its plain and ordinary meaning,
within the context of the provision. A standard reference dictionary should be
consulted.

Accessory Building or Use. A subordinate use or building customarily incidental to and
located on the same lot occupied by the main use or building. The term "Accessory
Building” may include a private garage, garden shed or barn, private playhouse, private
greenhouse, guesthouse, caretaker's cottage, or servants' quarters, as hereinafter provided.
An outdoor private swimming pool is an accessory use but not an accessory building.
Where any part of the wall of an accessory building is part of the wall of a main building,
or where the accessory building is attached to the main building by a roof, including
carports however covered, such accessory building shall be deemed part of the main
building. Unless specifically allowed otherwise by this Ordinance, a detached building
that is accessory to a dwelling shall not include cooking facilities, a shower or a bath tub,
and shall not be used for overnight sleeping purposes.

Adult-Oriented Establishment (or “Adult Use™). The definition for this term and for all
uses included under this term shall apply as are provided in Title 68, Part Il, Subpart E,
Chapter 55, Section 5502 of the Pennsylvania Consolidated Statutes, as amended. Such
definitions in Pennsylvania Statutes are hereby included by reference, including but not
limited to, the definitions for "Adult Bookstore," "Adult Entertainment,” "Adult Mini-
Motion Picture Theater,” "Adult Motion Picture Theater,” "Sexual Activities," "Specified
Anatomical Areas," and "Specified Sexual Activities.

After Hours Club. A use that permits the consumption of alcoholic beverages by 5 or
more unrelated persons between the hours of 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. and that involves some
form of monetary compensation paid by such persons for the alcohol or for the use of the
premises.
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1302.05

1302.06

1302.07

1302.08

1302.09

1302.10

1302.11

1302.12

1302.13

Alley. A public or private right-of-way having a right-of-way width of twenty (20) feet or
less, which affords a means of access to the rear or side of abutting property and is not
intended for general traffic circulation. Regardless of whether an alley is given a street
name, no new principal building shall have its frontage on an alley.

Alteration. As applied to a building or structure, a change or rearrangement in the
structural parts, or an enlargement, whether by extending on a side or by increasing in
height, or the moving from one location or position to another, or conversion of one use to
another by virtue of interior change.

Animal Shelter. A facility used to house or contain stray, homeless, abandoned, abused
or unwanted animals (dogs, cats, rabbits, hamsters) that is owned, operated, or maintained
by a public body, an established humane society, animal welfare society, society for the
prevention of cruelty to animals, or other nonprofit organization devoted to the welfare,
protection and humane treatment of animals.

Architecturally Integrated Device. A device that is integrated in, as distinguished from
merely positioned on, the external surfaces of the shell of buildings or building structures.
(Amended by Ordinance 2015-16, April 7, 2015)

Assisted Living Facility. Any premises in which food, shelter, assisted living services,
assistance or supervision and supplemental health care services are provided for a period
exceeding 24 hours for four or more adults who are not relatives of the operator, who
require assistance or supervision in matters such as dressing, bathing, diet, financial
management, evacuation from the residence in the event of an emergency or medication
prescribed for self administration.

Auto Body/Auto Repair Shop. A facility where repairs to the frame or other structural
parts of motor vehicles, spray painting, and repair or replacement of fenders and similar
external portions of motor vehicles are conducted. Auto repairs to the mechanized parts
of a vehicle, including engine, motor, transmission, etc, shall also be included in this
definition.

Basement. A floor level partly or completely below grade. A basement shall be considered
a story if more than one-third of the exterior perimeter walls are five (5) feet or more
above the finished grade level of the ground immediately adjacent to the walls.

Bed and Breakfast Home. A detached dwelling which may provide overnight lodging and
serve breakfast to transient guests, and which includes the owner or primary operator
residing on the premises.

Boarding or Rooming House. A dwelling in which at least two rooms are offered for rent,
payable in money or other consideration, whether or not meals are furnished to lodgers
and in which no transients are accommodated and no public restaurant is maintained. A
school or college dormitory, fraternity or sorority house, membership club with residents,
and other similar uses are not deemed a boarding or rooming house.
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1302.14

1302.15

1302.16

(@)

(b)

1302.17

1302.18

1302.19

1302.20

1302.21

1302.22

Billboard. A type of “Sign, Off-Premises” that has a sign area of greater than 10 square
feet.

Buffer Yard. A strip of land planted with trees, shrubs and lawns and which is kept free of
outdoor storage, buildings and vehicles, and which serves to separate certain uses or
zoning districts. See also "Screening™ in this Section.

Building. A structure constructed or erected on the ground, with a roof supported by
columns or walls. Structures divided by unpierced masonry division walls extending from
the ground to the roof shall be deemed to be separate buildings. See also “Dwelling”.
Detached Building. Any structure, having a roof supported by columns or by walls and
intended for shelter, housing or enclosure for persons or animals, which is surrounded by
open space on the same lot and which has no party or division wall in common with any
other building.

Completely Enclosed Building. A building separated on all sides from adjacent open
space, or from other buildings, by fixed exterior walls or party walls, pierced only by
windows, entrance or exit doors, and covered by a permanent roof.

Building, Front of. The wall of a building most nearly parallel with and adjacent to the
front of the lot on which it is situated.

Building, Main or Principal. A building in which is conducted the principal use of the lot
on which it is situated. In any residential zone, a dwelling shall be deemed a main
building on the lot on which the same is located, unless otherwise provided for elsewhere
in this Zoning Ordinance.

Building Area. The aggregate of the ground floor area of all enclosed and roofed spaces of
the principal building and all accessory buildings. Such area shall be computed by using
the outside building dimensions of each building measured on a horizontal plane at floor
level. The area of any roof or any portion thereof which is at ground level or which has
direct access to ground level and which further provides usable plaza, park and/or similar
open unroofed area with vegetation shall not be considered in calculating building area,
even if there is building area or parking area under such plaza, park or similar area.

Building Line or Building Setback Line. The line that separates the land areas that do not
allow the construction of a building from the land areas that do allow the construction of a
building, in areas that extend above the grade level. The building line is measured a
certain distance from lot lines and street rights-of-way, based upon the applicable
minimum yard. In the area between the building line and the adjacent lot line or right-of-
way, no portion of a building may be placed or constructed or expanded, except as
specifically provided otherwise. The building line is considered a vertical surface
intersecting the ground on such line.

Building or Construction Permit. A type of permit required under the City Construction
Codes. See also “Zoning Permit.”

Building Coverage. The total horizontal area covered by all buildings on a lot divided by
the lot area of that lot, expressed as a percentage. An outdoor in-ground or above ground
swimming pool shall not be counted as building area.

5
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1302.23

1302.24

1302.25

1302.26

1302.27

1302.28

1302.29

1302.30

Bulk. The size and shape of building uses, and the exterior relationship of their exterior
walls, or their location, to lot lines and other buildings or other walls of the same building,
and all open spaces required in connection with a building. Bulk regulations include
regulations dealing with lot area, lot area per dwelling unit, lot frontage, lot width, height,
required yards, usable open space, spacing between buildings on a single lot, and the
length of buildings in a row.

Business Office. A business establishment which does not offer a product or merchandise
for sale to the public. Personal services such as barber and beauty shops and repair
services are not deemed a business office.

B.Y.O.B. Club. "B.Y.O.B. Club" means any business facility such as a dance hall, club or
association not licensed by the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, wherein patrons
twenty-one (21) years of age and older may, after payment of an entry fee, cover charge
or membership fee, consume alcoholic beverages which said patrons have carried onto the
premises; also commonly referred to as "Bring Your Own Bottle" Clubs; provided that a
facility which is rented for a limited period of time, not to exceed six (6) hours, by
individual(s) or an organization for the purpose of a private party in which alcoholic
beverages are carried onto the premises shall not be considered a B.Y.O.B. Club under the
terms of this Ordinance. B.Y.O.B. Club shall not include a restaurant as defined in this
Section.

Certificate of Occupancy. A certificate required under the City Construction Codes and
Zoning Ordinance that is issued by the City Staff after completion of construction or
alteration of a building or upon approval of a change in occupancy or use of a building.
An applicant may be required to prove compliance with requirements of this Ordinance
and any conditions established by the Zoning Hearing Board prior to receiving such
Certificate.

Check Cashing Business. An establishment engaged in the cashing of checks by
individuals or the deferred deposit of personal checks whereby the check casher refrains
from depositing a personal check written by a customer until a specific date; or the
offering of a loan until a paycheck would be received by the person receiving the loan.
This term shall not include any of the following: a) a state or federally chartered bank,
savings association, credit union, or industrial loan association, b) a Licensed Gaming
Facility (or any hotel related thereto), or c) a retail store engaged primarily in selling or
leasing items to retail customers and that cashes a check for a fee not routinely exceeding
one percent of the check amount as a service to its customers incidental to the retail store
principal use.

Church. See “Place of Worship” in this Section.

Comprehensive Plan. The Comprehensive Plan for the City of Bethlehem.

Condominium. A form of ownership of individual units in a building or on a lot that was
established under applicable State law, such as the Pennsylvania Unit Property Act of
1963 or the Pennsylvania Uniform Condominium Act of 1980, as amended. Each
dwelling unit is owned by an individual person(s) in fee simple, with such owners

6
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1302.31

(a)
(b)
(©)

1302.32

1302.33

1302.34

(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

assigned a proportionate interest in the remainder of the real estate which is designated for
common ownership. Condominium dwellings shall meet the provisions for the type of
dwelling unit that is involved. For a condominium dwelling other than multi-family
dwellings, the applicant shall prove that each dwelling unit is able to meet the same
dimensional provisions that would apply if the dwellings would be placed on individual
lots, but the individual lot lines for each dwelling unit are not required to be actually
established.

Construction Area. For the purposes of Article 1316 Steep Slopes Provisions,
"construction area” shall mean the total land areas proposed to be used for and/or within
20 feet of any and all of the following proposed features:

Principal and accessory buildings.

Gravel or paved areas (including driveways) other than walkways.

Areas proposed to be graded.

Curb Level. The mean curb level as established by the Department of Public Works or, in
the absence of an established curb level, the mean level of the existing curb or the lot at
the street line.

Day Care Center, Adult. A use, not located in a dwelling unit, providing supervised care
and assistance to persons who need such daily assistance because of their old age or
disabilities. This use shall not include persons who need oversight because of behavior
that is criminal, violent or related to substance abuse. This use shall involve typical stays
of less than a total of 60 hours per week per person.

Day Care, Child. A use involving the supervised care of children under age 16 outside of
the children's own home(s) primarily for periods of less than 18 hours per child during the
average day. This use may also include educational programs that are supplementary to
State-required education, including "nursery school" or "Head Start" programs. See also
definition of "adult day care center."”

The following three types of day care are permitted without regulation by this Ordinance:
1) care of children by their own "relatives,” 2) care of children within a place of worship
during regularly scheduled religious services, and (3) care of 1 to 3 children within any
dwelling unit, in addition to children who are "relatives"” of the caregiver.

Family Day Care Home (or "Child Day Care as an Accessory Use"). A type of "day care"
use that: 1) is accessory to and occurs within the primary caregivers’ dwelling unit, and 2)
provides care for 4 to 6 children at one time who are not "relatives” of the primary
caregiver.

Group Day Care Home. A type of "day care" use that: 1) provides care for between 7 and
12 children at one time who are not "relatives"” of the primary caregiver, 2) provides care
within the primary caregivers’ dwelling unit, and 3) is registered with the applicable State
agency.*

Day Care Center. A type of "day care™ use that: 1) provides care for 7 or more children at
one time who are not "relatives™ of the primary caregiver, 2) does not occur within a
dwelling unit, 3) is registered with the applicable State agency.*

*Note: As of the adoption date of this Ordinance, such agency was the PA Department of
Public Welfare.

1302.35

Driveway. An access to individual property, to be classified as follows:
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(@)
(b)
(©)
(d)

1302.36

1302.37

1302.38
(@)

(b)

(©)
(d)
()

()

High volume driveway: A driveway used or expected to be used by more than 1,500
vehicles per day.

Medium volume driveway: A driveway used or expected to be used by more than 750 but
less than 1,500 vehicles per day.

Low volume driveway: A driveway used or expected to be used by more than 25 but less
than 750 vehicles per day.

Minimum use driveway: A residential or other driveway which is used or expected to be
used by not more than 25 vehicles per day.

Dump. A lot or part thereof used primarily for disposal by abandonment, dumping, burial,
burning, incineration, or any other means for whatever purpose, of garbage, offal, trash,
refuse, junk, discarded machinery, vehicles or parts thereof, or waste materials of any
kind, and which does not meet State and City requirements for a Solid Waste Landfill.

Dustless Surface. An adequate covering or paving with concrete, bituminous asphalt
products, paving blocks or other materials specifically approved by the City, and which is
maintained in good condition at all times. See the parking materials provisions in Article
13109.

Dwelling. A building used as a residence.

Single Family Detached Dwelling — A building occupied by only one dwelling unit, and
having no party wall in common with an adjacent building.

Townhouse (also known as a Single Family Attached Dwelling or Row House) — A set of
3 or more attached dwelling units, which are completely separated from each other by one
or two vertical party walls.

Single Family Semi-Detached Dwelling (also known as a Twin Dwelling) — One dwelling
unit that is completely separated from a second dwelling unit by a vertical party wall.
Two Family Detached Dwelling — A detached building occupied by 2 dwelling units,
which are not completely separated from each other by a vertical party wall.

Two Family Semi-Detached Dwelling — A 2 family building on a single lot having one
party wall in common with an adjacent two-family building on an adjoining lot, with one
dwelling unit over the other, the two buildings together, however, accommodating but 4
families, 2 families living on either side of the party wall.

Multi-Family Dwelling or Apartment — A building including 3 or more dwelling units,
other than Townhouses.

See also “Condominium” and “Manufactured Home” in this Section.

1302.39

Dwelling Unit. A single habitable living unit occupied by only one "family" (see
definition). To be considered a dwelling unit, each dwelling unit shall have: a) its own
toilet, bath or shower, sink, sleeping or cooking facilities and b) separate access to the
outside or to a common hallway or balcony that connects to outside access at ground
level. A dwelling unit shall not include two or more separate living areas that are
completely separated by interior walls so as to prevent interior access from one living area
to another. A second kitchen shall not be newly installed in a dwelling unit unless it is for
the purpose of accommodating a relative who needs special care and supervision because
of age or disability.

1302.40 Employees. The highest number of workers (including both part-time and full-time, both

compensated and volunteer, and both employees and contractors) present on a lot at any
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1302.41

1302.42

1302.43

1302.44
(@)

(b)

()
(d)

(€)

(f)
9)

one time, other than clearly temporary and occasional persons working on physical
improvements to the site.

Essential Services or "Essential Public Utility Services." Utility or municipal uses that are
necessary for the preservation of the public health and safety and that are routine,
customary and appropriate to the character of the area in which they are to be located.
Essential services shall include the following and closely similar facilities: sanitary
sewage lines, water lines, electric distribution lines, stormwater management facilities,
cable television lines, natural gas distribution lines, fire hydrants, street lights and traffic
signals. Essential services shall not include a central sewage treatment plant, a solid waste
disposal area or facility, commercial communications towers, a power generating station,
septic or sludge disposal, offices, storage of trucks or equipment or bulk storage of
materials.

Family. One or more individuals who are “related” to each other by blood, marriage or
adoption (including persons receiving formal foster care) or up to 5 unrelated individuals
who maintain a common household with common cooking facilities and certain rooms in
common, and who live within one dwelling unit. A family shall also expressly include
numbers of unrelated persons that may be allowed by the Group Home provision of this
Ordinance residing within an approved group home.

Fence. An artificially constructed barrier of manufactured material or combination of
materials erected for enclosure of yard areas, storage areas, parking areas and for
screening.

Flood . A temporary inundation of normally dry land areas.

Floodplain —

(1) A relatively flat or low land area adjoining a river, stream, or watercourse which is
subject to partial or complete inundation.

(2) An area subject to the unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters
from any source. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the 100-Year Floodplain as
defined in the Flood Insurance Study for the City of Bethlehem prepared by the
Federal Emergency Management Agency.

Floodway — The designated area of a flood plain required to carry and discharge flood

waters of a given magnitude. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the floodway shall be

capable of accommodating a flood of the 100 year magnitude without raising the 100-year
flood elevation more than one foot. For the purpose of this Ordinance, the floodway and
approximated flood plains, as defined in the Flood Boundary and Floodway Map and

Floodway Data Table prepared by the Federal Emergency Management Agency.

Flood Fringe — That portion of the flood plain outside the floodway.

One Hundred Year Flood — A flood that has a one percent chance of being equaled or

exceeded in any given year.

Requlatory Flood — The flood which has been selected to serve as the basis upon which

the flood plain management provisions of this and other ordinances have been prepared,;

for purposes of this Ordinance, the One Hundred Year Flood.

Regulatory Flood Elevation — For purposes of this Ordinance, the 100-Year Flood

Elevation.

Floodproofing — Any combination of structural and non-structural additions, changes, or

adjustments to structures which reduce or eliminate flood damage to real estate or

improved real property, water and sanitary facilities, structures and their contents.

9
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1302.45 Floor Area. The sum of the gross areas of the floors of every story of a building measured

from the exterior faces of exterior walls or from the center lines of common or party walls
separating two buildings. (Regardless of the internal arrangement of a building, it shall be
deemed to have at least one story for each 20 feet of height or fraction thereof.)

1302.46 Floor Area, Habitable. The enclosed indoor "floor area™ that is designed and suitable for

residency by persons and which is heated. This term shall not include vehicle garages or
areas with a head room of less than 7 feet.

1302.47 Funeral Home. A building or part thereof used for human funeral services. Such building

1302.48
(@)
(b)

(©)

1302.49

1302.50

(a)
(b)

(©)

may contain space and facilities for (a) embalming and the performance of other services
used in the preparation of the dead for burial; (b) the performance of autopsies and other
surgical procedures; (c) the storage of caskets, funeral urns, and other related funeral
supplies; (d) the storage of funeral vehicles; and (e) facilities for cremation. A
crematorium is a location containing properly installed, certified apparatus intended for the
use in and the act of cremation.

Garage. A building or part thereof used for the storage of one or more vehicles.
Community or Public Garage — One or more garages other than a private garage used for
compensation. Only facilities for washing tenant's cars may be permitted.

Private Garage — A garage used by the owner or tenant of the premises for vehicle parking
and household storage, and provided the use of such garage is consistent with the parking
space requirements.

Repair Garage — Any garage other than a private garage, available to the public, operated
for gain, and which is used for the storage, servicing and repair of automobiles or other
motor vehicles, including painting and body work and the supply of gasoline or oil
products, but not including the sale of motor vehicles.

Gas Station. An establishment servicing motor vehicles with fuel, supplies,
accessories and minor repairs, but not including the storage, sale or major repair of
motor vehicles such as, but not limited to, motor replacement, body and fender
repair or spray painting.

Group Home. A dwelling unit operated by a responsible individual, family or organization
with a program to provide a supportive living arrangement for individuals where special
care is needed by the persons served due to age, emotional, mental, developmental or
physical disability. This definition shall expressly include facilities for the supervised care
of persons with disabilities subject to protection under the Federal Fair Housing Act as
amended. Group Homes must be licensed where required by any appropriate government
agencies, and a copy of any such license must be delivered to the Zoning Officer prior to
the initiation of the use. A Group Home typically involves an individual residing on the
premises for more than 30 days at a time.

Group Homes shall be subject to the same limitations and regulations by the City as the
type of dwelling unit they occupy.

It is the express intent of the City to comply with all provisions of the Federal Fair
Housing Act, as amended, and regulations promulgated thereunder, in the construction of
this term.

A Group Home shall not include a "Treatment Center.”
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1302.51 Half-Story. That portion of a building under a sloping gable, hip or gambrel roof, the wall
plates on at least two opposite exterior walls of which are five feet or less on average
above the floor level of such half-story. Provided that it is not used as a dwelling unit, a
top floor in which the floor area with 7 feet or more of head clearance equals 50 percent
or less of the floor area of the story next below shall be a “half-story”.

1302.52 Height of a Structure. The vertical distance measured from the average elevation of the
proposed finished grade at the front of the building to the average top of fascia height of a
pitched roof, or top of parapet wall of a flat roof, provided that there is no living space
above the fascia height of a pitched roof. If the area behind the pitched roof includes any
living space, then the height of the building shall be measured from the average finished
grade at front to the highest point of the structure.

1302.53 Heliport and Helistop. A facility used for the landing and take-off of helicopters. A
helistop is a facility that is typically used on average four or fewer times per week for
take-offs and/or landings. A heliport is a facility that is typically used more often.

1302.54 Historic Structure. Any structure that is:

(@) Listed individually in the National or Pennsylvania Register of Historic Places or
preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for
individual listing on the National Register;

(b) Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the
historical significance of a registered historic district or a district preliminarily determined
by the Secretary to qualify as a registered historic district;

(c) Individually listed on Bethlehem’s inventory of historic places under a historic
preservation program that is included in the Historic Preservation Plan.

1302.55 Home Occupation. An accessory business that is conducted entirely within a dwelling or
one accessory building, or administered from a dwelling, and which is conducted solely
by residents of the dwelling and up to one non-resident employee, and which is clearly
incidental and accessory to the dwelling. No display of products shall be visible from the
exterior. On-site retail sales shall not be allowed as part of a home occupation, except for
routine accessory sales to customers in a barber shop or beauty shop.

(a) Major Home Occupation. A Home Occupation that does not meet the additional standards
for a Minor Home Occupation in Article 1322,

(b) Minor Home Occupation. A Home Occupation that meets the additional standards for a
Minor Home Occupation as provided in Article 1322. A Minor Home Occupation also
includes, but is not limited to, activity that meets all of the requirements for a “No Impact
Home-Based Business” as provided in the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code.

(Note - In most cases a Minor Home Occupation is permitted by right under Section 1304.01,
while in most cases a Major Home Occupation requires Zoning Hearing Board approval as a
special exception.)

1. No Impact Home-Based Business - A type of Minor Home Occupation that meets the
following definition as provided in the PA Municipalities Planning Code, as may be
amended: A business or commercial activity administered or conducted as an
accessory use which is clearly secondary to the use as a residential dwelling and
which involves no customer, client or patient traffic, whether vehicular or pedestrian,
pickup, delivery or removal functions to or from the premises, in excess of those
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normally associated with residential use. The business or commercial activity must

satisfy the following requirements:

a) The business activity shall be compatible with the residential use of the property
and surrounding residential uses.

b)  The business shall employ no employees other than family members residing in
the dwelling.

c) There shall be no display or sale of retail goods and no stockpiling or inventory
of a substantial nature.

d) There shall be no outside appearance of a business use, including, but not
limited to, parking, signs or lights.

e) The business activity may not use any equipment or process which creates
noise, vibration, glare, fumes, odors or electrical or electronic interference,
including interference with radio or television reception, which is detectable in
the neighborhood.

f)  The business activity may not generate any solid waste or sewage discharge, in
volume or type, which is not normally associated with residential use in the
neighborhood.

g) The business activity shall be conducted only within the dwelling and may not
occupy more than 25% of the habitable floor area.

h)  The business may not involve any illegal activity.

1302.56 Hospital. A building(s) which is licensed by the Pennsylvania Department of Health as a
Hospital, and which involves the diagnosis and treatment of human ailments.

1302.57 Hotel. A building or groups of buildings which has a central office and which contains 7
or more rental units which are rented to transient visitors to the area, and which may also
include an accessory tavern, restaurant, pool, exercise facilities or meeting facilities.

1302.58 Impervious Coverage. The percentage of the lot area of a lot that is covered by building
roofs, gravel, concrete or asphalt, and/or other man-made surfaces having a coefficient of
runoff of 0.8 or greater. The City Engineer shall determine whether a surface would meet
this definition.

1302.59 Industrial Park. One or more allowed industrial or office uses on lots contiguously
arranged, so as to form a planned development of industrial sites, or buildings.

1302.60 Institution. Place of worship, school, college, medical center, hospital, society or
organization of a public character and/or the building or buildings used by such
organizations.

1302.61 Junkyard. A lot or structure or part thereof, used primarily for the collecting, storage or
sale of waste paper, rags, scrap metal or other scrap or discarded material, or for the
collection, dismantling, storage, or salvaging of machinery or vehicles not in running
condition, and for the sale of parts thereof.

1302.62 Kennel. Any commercial or private place where six or more dogs, cats or other animals

over three months of age are kept, raised, sold, boarded, bred, shown, treated or groomed.
(Amended 9-17-13 by Ordinance 2013-22)
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1302.63

1302.64

1302.65

1302.66

(a)
(b)

(©)
(d)

()
(f)
(9)
(h)
(i)
)
(k)

0]

1302.67
1302.68

Licensed Gaming Facility. A licensed gaming facility as authorized by the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, pursuant to 4 Pa. C.S., Ch. 11, entitled "Pennsylvania
Race Horse Development and Gaming Act,” as amended from time to time.

Livestock. Generally accepted outdoor farm animals (i.e. cows, goats, horses, pigs,

barnyard fowl, etc.) not to include cats, dogs and other house pets.

Live Work Unit. A type of Home Occupation that involves a dwelling unit which also
includes working space for a resident of the dwelling to pursue such occupations as:
creating art involving paintings, drawings, sculptures, ceramics, literature, music or
custom crafts; dance instruction, musical instruction or dramatic art; or having an office.
However, such use shall not involve more than 6 persons present at the same time for
instruction. See also Article 1322 (z), Additional Requirements for Specific Uses.

Lot. A parcel of land fronting on a street used or designed to be used by one use or
structure or by a related group of uses or structures, and the accessory uses or structures
customarily incident thereto, including such open spaces as are arranged or designed and
required in connection with such structure or group of structures.

Lot Area — The total horizontal area within the lot lines of a lot.

Lot Corner — A lot whose lot lines form an interior angle of less than 135 degrees at the
intersection of 2 street lines. A lot abutting on a curved street shall be deemed a corner lot
if the tangents to the curve at the points of intersection of the side lot lines with the street
lines intersect at an interior angle of less than 135 degrees.

Lot Coverage — The building area divided by the lot area expressed as a percent.

Lot, Depth of — The distance along a straight line drawn from the mid-point of the front
line to the mid-point of the rear lot line.

Lot, Interior — A lot other than a corner lot.

Lot Line — Any boundary of a lot. (See Property Line in this Section 1302).

Lot Line, Front — The street line at the front of a lot. In the case of a corner lot, the owner
may designate either street line as the front lot line.

Lot Line, Rear — The lot line opposite to the front lot line.

Lot Line, Side — Any lot line not a front lot line nor a rear lot line.

Recorded Lot — A lot recorded as a separate and distinct parcel of land according to
official land records of the applicable County.

Lot, Through — A lot having its front and rear yards each abutting on a street as herein
defined.

Lot, Width — The horizontal distance between the side lot lines measured at the minimum
prescribed front yard setback line, unless otherwise stated. In the event of a curved lot
line, such lot width at the minimum prescribed front yard setback line shall be measured
along the curve. Where buildings are permitted to be attached, the lot width shall be
measured from the center of the party wall. Where a pie-shaped lot fronts upon a cul-de-
sac, the minimum lot width may be reduced to 75 percent of the width that would
otherwise be required.

Main Use of Building. The principal or most important use of a building on a lot.

Manufactured (Mobile) Home. For a dwelling constructed after 1977, this term shall mean
a single family detached dwelling that was constructed under the Federal construction
requirements for Manufactured Housing under regulations of the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Development. For a dwelling constructed before 1977, this term shall
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1302.69

1302.70

1302.71
(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)
1302.72

1302.73

1302.74

1302.75

1302.76
1302.77

mean a transportable single family detached dwelling intended for permanent occupancy
that is contained in one unit or two or more units designed to be joined into one integral
unit capable of again being separated for repeated towing, which arrives at a site complete
and ready for occupancy, except for minor and incidental unpacking and assembly
operations, and constructed so that it can be used without a permanent perimeter
foundation. This term is different from a "Sectional Home," which meets the Construction
Codes of the City.

Manufactured (Mobile) Home Park. A lot under single ownership which includes two or
more mobile/manufactured homes for residential use. The individual manufactured homes
may be individually owned. A development of mobile/ manufactured homes that is
subdivided into individual lots shall be regulated in the same manner as a subdivision of
site-built homes, and shall not be considered to be a "manufactured home park."

Manufacturing. The treatment or processing of raw materials, the production of products
from raw or prepared materials by giving them new forms of qualities.

Massage Parlor. An establishment that meets all of the following criteria:

Massages are conducted involving one person using their hands and/or a mechanical
device on another person below the waist, in return for monetary compensation, and
which does not involve persons who are related to each other.

The use does not involve a person licensed or certified by the State as a health care
professional or a massage therapist certified by a recognized professional organization
that requires a minimum of 80 hours of professional training. Massage therapy by a
certified professional shall be considered "personal service."

The massages are not conducted within a licensed hospital or nursing home or an office of
a medical doctor or chiropractor or as an incidental accessory use to a permitted exercise
club or high school or college athletic program.

The massages are conducted within private or semi-private rooms.

Meal Center. A non-profit establishment where food is offered to the hungry for free or at
a reasonably low price.

Medical Office Building. A building used exclusively by physicians and dentists for
treatment and examination of patients, provided that no overnight patients shall be kept on
the premises.

Membership Club. A building, structure, lot or land area used as a private club or social
organization not conducted for individual profit or gain.

Mineral Extraction. The removal from the surface or beneath the surface of the land of
bulk mineral resources using significant machinery. This use also includes accessory
stockpiling and processing of mineral resources. "Mineral extraction™ includes but is not
limited to the extraction of sand, gravel, topsoil, limestone, sandstone, oil, coal, clay,
shale, and iron ore. The routine movement of and replacement of topsoil during
construction shall not by itself be considered to be mineral extraction.

Motel. Shall have the same meaning as “hotel.”

Motor Vehicle Sales. An establishment which offers motor vehicles for sale to the general
public. This business may also perform any repair service to motor vehicles normally
performed in a repair garage.
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1302.78

1302.79

1302.80

1302.81

1302.82

1302.83

1302.84

1302.85

1302.86

1320.87

1302.88

1302.89

1302.90

Municipalities Planning Code or State Planning Code. The Pennsylvania Municipalities
Planning Code, as reenacted and amended.

Nightclub. An establishment that meets all of the following standards: (1) offers amplified
music after 12 midnight; (2) sells alcoholic beverages primarily for on-site consumption;
(3) includes hours open to patrons after 12 midnight; (4) has a building capacity of over
150 persons; and (5) has less than 20 percent of its total sales in food and non-alcoholic
beverages.

Non-Conforming Lot. A lot of record lawfully existing at the date of passage of this
Zoning Ordinance or due to subsequent zoning changes, which does not have the
minimum lot area for the district in which it is located.

Non-Conforming Sign. A lawful sign existing at the date of the passage of this Ordinance
or any amendment thereto, which does not conform to the controls regulating signs in
Article 1320.

Non-Conforming Structure. A structure lawfully existing at the effective date of this
Ordinance or any amendment thereto affecting such structure which does not conform to
the building regulations for the district in which it is situated.

Non-Conforming Use. Any use of a building, structure, lot or land, or part thereof,
lawfully existing at the effective date of this Ordinance or any amendment thereto
affecting such use, which does not conform to the regulations of this Ordinance applicable
to the use within the district in which it is situated.

Ordinance, This. The Bethlehem City Zoning Ordinance, including the Official Zoning
Map, as amended.

Open Area. An unoccupied area open to the sky, usually in a natural state but including
squares, plazas and formal gardens. Also the unoccupied area open to the sky on the same
lot with a principal and/or accessory building.

PA. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

Parking Area. A lot or part thereof used for the storage or parking of motor vehicles with
or without the payment of rent or charges in money or other consideration.

Parking Space. A stall or berth used for parking motor vehicles, which meets the required
length and width of this ordinance, not including areas of a street or alley. A typical space
is9” x 18",

Parking Structure. A facility that has at least one level of vehicle parking above another
level of vehicle parking.

Pawn Shop. An establishment engaged in retail sales of secondhand merchandise and that
offers personal loans secured by consumer goods, jewelry and other personal property
held by the Pawn Shop.
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1302.91

1302.92

1302.93

1302.94

1302.95

1302.96

1302.97

1302.98

1302.99

Personal Care Home.

(i) A premise in which food, shelter and personal assistance or supervision are provided
for a period exceeding 24 hours, for four or more adults who are not relatives of the
operator, who do not require the services in or of a licensed long-term care facility, but
who do require assistance or supervision in activities of daily living or instrumental
activities of daily living.

(if) The term includes a premise that has held or presently holds itself out as a personal
care home and provides food and shelter to four or more adults who need personal care
services, but who are not receiving the services.

Place of Worship. Synagogues, churches, mosques, temples and similar buildings used
primarily for religious worship for more than 10 persons at a time on a regular basis and
that are operated for nonprofit and noncommercial purposes. A Place of Worship may
include up to 2 dwelling units for religious staff-persons and their families. If a religious
use includes other residential uses, they shall meet the requirements of such uses.

Planned Office Development. Land under single ownership or agreement developed
according to a detailed plan to provide one or more sites for an office structure providing
adequate overall intensity of land use, access or amount of light, air and open space, while
permitting flexibility in placement and bulk and adequate safeguards protecting the
neighborhood from any adverse effects.

Planned Unit Development. A tract of land that was planned and developed as a
permanent, year-round residential tract and was approved by the City of Bethlehem as a
Planned Unit Development. A PUD allowed a reasonable degree of flexibility in the
placement, bulk, and interrelationship of buildings and uses, while at the same time
maintaining adequate overall intensity of land use, density of population, and amounts of
light, air, access, and open space. A new PUD is no longer allowed by this Zoning
Ordinance.

Portable Structure. A structure or building, whether above or below grade level, designed
or intended for seasonal rather than year-round use, and not attached to a principal
building.

Prison/correctional facility. Publicly or privately operated facilities housing persons

awaiting trial or persons serving a sentence after being found guilty of a criminal offense.

Private Power Generation Facility. A facility owned and operated by an entity, other than
a governmental body or public utility, which generates, transmits and/or distributes
electrical energy for sale.

Professional Office. The office of a recognized profession maintained for the conduct of
said profession. Such professions shall be limited to those of medicine, law, architecture,
engineering, art, religion, music, insurance, real estate, psychology and accounting.

Property Line. A line forming the front, rear or sides of lots or parcels of property as
described in the recorded title.
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1302.100 Public Notice. Notice of the time and place of a hearing, meeting, proceeding or other
matter published as provided by the Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code or other
applicable State law.

1302.101Recreational Vehicle. Travel Trailers, folding tent trailers, motor homes, truck
campers removed from a truck or pickup truck, horse trailer, boat trailer with
or without boats, boats, utility trailers, watercraft, and all other vehicles
designed mainly to serve a person for primarily recreational instead of
transportational purposes. See also Section 1319.06. (Amended 12/24/12, Ord.
2012-43)

1302.102 Related or Relative. Persons who are related by blood, marriage, adoption or formal foster
relationship to result in one of the following relationships: spouse, brother, sister, parent,
child, grandparent, great-grandparent, grandchild, great-grandchild, uncle, aunt, niece,
nephew, cousin, sister-in-law, brother-in-law, or parent-in-law. This term specifically
shall not include relationships such as second, third, or more distant cousins. See
definition of "Dwelling Unit."”

1302.103 Residential Retirement Complex. A planned residential development for persons of
retirement age located on 10 acres or more which is held in one ownership and which
provides certain health care facilities for the residents. Additional communal facilities
may also include dining, recreation, open space, parking and related facilities and
services.

1302.104 Restaurant. Any establishment, however designated, at which food is prepared and sold
for consumption on or off the premises. However, a concession stand at a public or a
community playground, playfield, park or swimming pool, operated by the same agency
operating the recreational facilities, and solely for the convenience of patrons of the
facility, shall not be deemed to be a restaurant.

1302.105 Restaurant, Drive-Through. An establishment where ready-to-eat food and drinks are
prepared and sold and which includes a facility for ordering and delivery of food and
drinks to customers while they are inside their own vehicles while on the premises.

1302.106 Roadside Stand. A structure used for the sale of farm and nursery products 80% of which
shall be grown or produced by the owner and offered for sale.

1302.107 Satellite Earth Stations. A dish-shaped antenna designed to receive television broadcasts
relayed by microwave signals from earth orbiting communications satellites.

1302.108 Screen or Screening. A strip meeting Section 1318 densely planted with shrubs or trees.
The buffer yard shall have no signs affixed to or hung in relation to the outside thereof
except the following: for each entrance, one directional arrow and the name of the
establishment with "For Patrons Only" or like limitation, not over 2 square feet in area,
which shall be non-illuminated. See also definition of "Buffer Yard".
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1302.109 Shopping Center. Five or more retail stores that are separated primarily by vertical walls
and are in a complex designed as an integrated unit served by common parking and
service facilities, and which has architectural and landscape unity. Such use may also
include allowed offices, restaurants and personal service uses.

1302.110 Sign and Sign Types. See Sections 1320.02 and 1320.04.

1302.111 Single and Separate Ownership. The ownership of a lot by one or more persons,
partnerships or corporations, which ownership is separate and distinct from that of any
adjoining lot.

1302.112 Slope of Construction Area. The slope of the construction area shall be defined as the
highest slope that is present within the construction area prior to disturbance. See
"Exceptions"” in Article 1316, and the definition of Construction Area in Article 1302. The
contours of land regulated by this Section shall not be altered prior to documentation,
submission and regulation under this Section.

1302.113 Special Exception Uses. A use in one or more districts for which the Zoning Hearing
Board may grant a permit, pursuant to the provisions of the Zoning Ordinance.

1302.114 State. The Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and its agencies.
1302.115 Steep Slope. Any area of land with a gradient in excess of 15 percent.

1302.116 Story. That portion of a building included between the upper surface of any floor and the
upper surface of the floor or roof above. (See Basement in this Section 1302). See
definition of “Half Story”.

1302.117 Street. Any road, highway, avenue, street, parkway, lane or other way, public or private,
set aside and commonly used to serve 3 or more lots primarily for vehicular traffic
purposes. An alley shall not be deemed a street.

(a) Street Curb Line — The official line with grade of an existing or proposed curb on any
street as approved by the Department of Public Works.

(b) Street Line — The dividing line between a lot and the outside boundary of a public street or
street right-of-way, or between a lot and a private street which serves 2 or more separately
owned homes or buildings.

(c) Street Width — The perpendicular distance between street lines.

1302.118 Structure. Anything constructed or erected above or below the ground or upon another
structure.

1302.119 Substantial Damage. Damage from any cause sustained by a structure whereby the cost of
restoring the structure to its before-damaged condition would equal or exceed 50 percent
or more of the market value of the structure before the damage occurred.

1302.120 Substantial Improvement. Any repair, reconstruction or improvement of a structure, the
cost of which equals or exceeds 50 percent of the market value of the structure either, (a)
before the improvement or repair is started, or (b) if the structure has been damaged, and
IS being restored, before the damage occurred. For the purposes of the definition
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'substantial improvement' is considered to occur when the first alteration of any wall,
ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building commences, whether or not that
alteration affects the external dimension of the structure. The term does not, however,
include either (a) any project for improvement of a structure to comply with existing State
or local health, sanitary, or safety code specifications which are solely necessary to assure
safe living conditions, or (b) any alteration of a “historic structure” provided that the
alteration will not preclude the structure’s designation as an “historic structure”.

1302.121 Substation, Gas or Electric. An assemblage of equipment for purposes other than
generation or utilization, through which electric or gas energy in bulk is passed for the
purposes of switching or modifying its characteristics to meet the needs of the general
public, provided that an electric or gas substation permitted in a residential district shall
not include rotating equipment, storage of materials, trucks or repair facilities or housing
of repair crews.

1302.122 Swimming Pool, Private. Any receptacle or artificially constructed container for water,
whether erected above or below ground level, having a wall depth of 2 feet or more at any
point within its perimeter, intended or adapted for the purposes of immersion or partial
immersion of humans therein, used in connection with dwelling units, available only to
the family of the dwelling unit holder and his private guests, not open to the public, and
not otherwise regulated by any statutes or by rules and regulations other than those of the
City of Bethlehem.

1302.123 Swimming Pool, Public or Semi-Public. Any swimming pool other than a private
swimming pool, including publicly and privately owned pools open to the general public
and pools owned and operated in conjunction with membership organizations, motels,
hotels, and other similar uses.

1302.124 Tavern. A commercial use that involves sale of food and beverages to the public, and
which involves alcoholic beverages making up more than 50 percent of the total volume
of sales, and which does not meet the definition of a “Nightclub.” A commercial use that
involves a lower percentage shall be considered a Restaurant.

1302.125 Temporary Commercial Use. A retail sales use which primarily operates in the open air or
under a tent and which is open to the public for retail sales less than 90 days per calendar
year. The retail sales of trees or shrubs primarily grown in the ground on the premises
shall be allowed in any location.

1302.126 Temporary Shelter. A facility operated by a non-profit agency providing temporary
lodging, with or without meals, for persons of limited income with no ordinary or regular
residence or to persons who need such shelter to avoid an abusive situation or because of
a sudden event, such as fire, flood, domestic violence, condemnation, or court-ordered
conviction.

1302.127 Theaters, Drive-In. An open lot or part thereof, with its appurtenant facilities, devoted
primarily to the showing of moving pictures or theatrical productions, on a paid admission
basis, to patrons seated in an automobile or on outdoor seats.

19



City of Bethlehem Zoning Ordinance Acrticle 1302

1302.128 Trailer. A vehicle designed to be pulled by another vehicle for on-street use, and that is

part of a tractor-trailer combination or that is used to transport excavating equipment,
boats or similar items.

1302.129 Treatment Center. A use involving any one or a combination of the following:

(a)

(b)

(©)

(d)

A use (other than a prison or a hospital) providing housing for 3 or more unrelated

persons who need specialized housing, treatment and/or counseling because of:

1. criminal rehabilitation, such as a criminal halfway house, or a facility for the housing
of persons judged to be juvenile delinquents, or a criminal work release or pre-
release facility;

2. current addiction to a controlled substance that was used in an illegal manner or
alcohol; and/or

3. atype of mental illness or other behavior that causes a person to be a threat to the
physical safety of others.

A residential or non-residential Methadone Treatment Facility, which shall be defined as a

facility licensed by the Pennsylvania Department of Health, other than a Hospital, to use

the drug methadone in the treatment, maintenance or detoxification of persons.

A lot upon which resides 2 or more persons who are required to register their place of

residence with the Pennsylvania State Police as a requirement of the Pennsylvania

Megan’s Law II, or its successor law, as amended.

A use that otherwise meets the definition of a Group Home, except that it includes a

higher number of residents than is allowed in a Group Home, unless approved otherwise

under Section 1325.07(d).

1302.130 Truck (State Police definition). A motor vehicle designed primarily for the transportation

(@)

(b)
(©)
(d)
(€)

()

of property. The term includes motor vehicles designed with seats that may be readily
removed and reinstalled if those vehicles are primarily used for the transportation of
property.

Tractor. Every motor vehicle designed and used for drawing other vehicles, equipment, or
implements of husbandry, and not so constructed as to carry and load thereon other than
part of the weight of the load being drawn.

Truck, light. Light trucks are trucks and similar vehicles with single rear axles and single
rear wheels.

Truck, medium. Medium trucks are trucks and similar vehicles, other than truck tractors,
with single rear axles and dual rear wheels.

Truck, heavy. Heavy trucks are trucks, including truck tractors, and similar vehicles with
two or more rear axles.

Semi-trailer. Every vehicle without motive power designed for carrying persons or
property and for being drawn by a motor vehicle and so constructed that some part of its
weight and that of its load rests upon or is carried by another vehicle.

Utility Trailer (State police Definition). A trailer, except a recreational trailer, which does
not have air brakes.

1302.131 Unit for Care of Relative. A dwelling unit that: a) is especially created for and limited to

occupancy by a close "relative™ of the permanent residents of the principal dwelling unit,
b) is necessary to provide needed care and supervision to such relative, and c¢) meets the
requirements for such use in Section 1322.03.
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1302.132 Variance. The granting of specific permission by the Zoning Hearing Board to use,
construct, expand, or alter land or structures in such a way that compliance is not required
with a specific requirement of the Zoning Ordinance. Any variance shall only be granted
within the limitations of the PA Municipalities Planning Code. See Article 1325 of this
Ordinance.

1302.133 Vehicle. Every device in, upon or by which any person or property is or may be
transported or drawn upon a highway, except devices used exclusively upon rails or
tracks. The term does not include a self-propelled wheelchair or an electrical mobility
device operated by and designed for the exclusive use of a person with a mobility-related
disability.

1302.134 Visitor Center. A use which shall include exhibit space, presentation space, informational
displays and/or retail space. The Visitor Center may also include ancillary and operational
spaces necessary to support the visitor center such as restaurants, administrative offices,
storage, etc.

1302.135 Yard. Any open space located on the same lot with a principal building situated between

the nearest roofed portion of the principal buildings and a lot line.

(@) Yard, Front — A yard extending across the full width of the lot abutting the front lot line.

(b) Yard, Rear — A yard extending across the full width of the lot, abutting the rear lot line.

(c) Yard, Side — A yard extending from the front yard to the rear yard, abutting the side lot
line.

(d) Yard, Width — The minimum perpendicular distance between the lot line and the nearest
roofed portion of the principal building.

1302.136 Zoning Officer. The duly constituted municipal official designated to administer and
enforce the Zoning Ordinance of the City of Bethlehem.

1302.137 Zoning Permit. A permit stating that a structure and/or the proposed use of a building
and/or land is in conformity with all applicable city zoning regulations, to the best
knowledge of the City Staff. The City may utilize a separate Zoning Permit or may have
the applicable portions of a Permit serve the purposes of a Zoning Permit.
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1303.01

1303.02

1303.03

1303.04

ARTICLE 1303
CLASSIFICATION OF DISTRICTS

Establishment of Districts. The City of Bethlehem is hereby divided into zoning districts
of different types, each type being of such number, shape, kind and area, and of such
common units or purpose and adaptability of use that is deemed most suitable to carry out
the objectives of this Ordinance. Each parcel of land and every building or other structure
in the City, except as otherwise provided by law or by the Ordinance, shall be subject to
the regulations, restrictions and requirements specified for the district in which it is
located.

Classes of Districts. For the purposes of this Zoning Ordinance, the City is divided into
the following zoning districts:

RR Rural Residential District

RR-F Residential Overlay District - Friedensville Road

RR-T Residential Overlay District - Township Line Road

RS Single Family Residential District

RG Medium Density Residential District

RT High Density Residential District

R-RC Residential Retirement Complex District

I Institutional District

I-O Institutional Overlay District

CB Central Business District

CG General Commercial District

CL Limited Commercial District

CS Shopping Center District

CM Office - Research Center District

Pl Planned Industrial District

LI Light Industrial District

IN Industrial District

IN-O Industrial Overlay District

IR Industrial Redevelopment District

IR-R Industrial Redevelopment - Residential Option District

CM-LTN Landmark Conservation and Traditional Neighborhood Development
Overlay District
CMU Mixed Use Commercial District

Zoning Map. The Bethlehem Zoning Map shall consist of maps accurately showing the
boundaries of various zoning districts. The zoning map information may be maintained
and updated using computer files. At least one paper copy of the official map is also
maintained and available in the Zoning Office. The zoning map and all notations,
references and data shown thereon are hereby incorporated by reference into this Zoning
Ordinance and shall be as much a part of this Zoning Ordinance as if all were fully
described herein.

District Boundaries. Where uncertainty exists with respect to the boundaries between
districts as shown on the Zoning Map, the following rules shall apply.
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(@)

(b)

(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

1303.05

1303.06

1303.07

(@)

(b)
(©)

(d)

(€)

(f)

Where district boundaries are indicated as approximately coinciding with streets, alleys,
waterways, or railroad rights-of-way, the center line of such features shall be construed to
be such boundaries unless otherwise indicated on the Map.

Where district boundaries are indicated as approximately coinciding with lot lines that
existed at the time of the adoption of the Zoning Map, they shall be construed as
following such lot lines.

Where district boundaries do not coincide with a physical feature or lot line, and are not
fixed by dimensions on the Zoning Map or notes, the boundary shall be determined using
a scale. GIS NAD, 1983 PA South State Plane Coordinator Systems Zone 3702.

All areas of the City which are under water and are now shown as included within any
district shall be subject to all of the regulations of the district which immediately adjoins
the water area. If the water area adjoins two (2) or more districts, the boundaries of each
district shall be construed to extend into the water area in a straight line until they meet
each other.

Where land area has become a part of the City by annexation, the same shall
automatically be classed as being in the "R-R Residential” district until such classification
shall have been changed by an amendment to the Zoning Ordinance as provided herein.
Whenever any street, alley, or other public right-of-way is vacated, the zoning district
adjoining each side of such street, alley, or public right-of-way shall be automatically
extended to the center of such vacation based on the GIS State Plane Coordinates the
street centerline boundary.

Floodway and Flood Fringe Districts. For the regulations pertaining to the floodway and
flood fringe districts, which are overlays to the existing districts as shown on the Zoning
Map, refer to Article 1317.

Airport Approach. See also the Airport Approach Overlay Zones in Article 1360 of the
City’s Codified Ordinances.

Purposes of Each District.

RR_Rural Residential District — To provide for low density neighborhoods that are
primarily comprised of single family detached dwellings.

RR-F and RR-T Residential Overlay Districts — See Article 1310.

RS Single Family Residential District — To provide for medium density neighborhoods
that are primarily comprised of single family detached dwellings.

RG Medium Density Residential District — To provide for medium high density
neighborhoods with a mix of housing types.

RT High Density Residential District — To provide for higher density residential
neighborhoods with a mix of housing types.

R-RC Residential District — To provide for coordinated residential development for
persons of retirement age, including communal dining, open space, shared parking and
recreational facilities. To also allow for ancillary health care facilities.
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(@)

(h)
(i)

1)

(k)

(1

(m)

(n)

(0)

Institutional District — To provide areas for large educational, medical and health, and
public institutions within which facilities to meet their needs may be developed.

Institutional Overlay District — See Article 1312.

CB Central Business District — To provide for an orderly coordinated development of
varied commercial business and office uses in combination with limited intensive
residential development in the central business areas of North Bethlehem and South
Bethlehem, and to encourage excellence of design in the development of properties. To
promote pedestrian-friendly uses, as opposed to uses that are auto dependent.

CG_General Commercial District — To provide for a wide variety of commercial uses,
including more intensive commercial uses, in areas with few historic buildings and that
include few existing homes. To manage traffic to avoid congestion and safety hazards,

particularly in regards to access to major streets.

CL Limited Commercial District — To provide for less intensive types of commercial
uses in areas that include many existing homes or small lots that are immediately adjacent
to residential neighborhoods. The intent is to control uses that are most likely to generate
nuisances or hazards for nearby residents, such as 24 hour operations.

CS Shopping Center District — To provide for the development of modern, well-planned
shopping centers with coordinated traffic access, to provide for a variety of compatible
business uses. The district is intended to result in a group of properly related business and
compatible facilities comprising a single architectural scheme with appropriate
landscaping, off-street parking, screening and vehicular access. New residential uses are
proposed to be limited to above commercial uses.

CM _Office Research Center District — To provide for offices, research and development,
educational and complementary uses. To avoid uses that are most likely to generate heavy
tractor-trailer traffic, particularly on roads on the South Mountain.

CM-LTN Landmark Conservation and Traditional Neighborhood Development Overlay
District — To allow an optional type of mixed use development if the landmark Martin
Tower is reused and rehabilitated. The Martin Tower is the tallest building in Lehigh and
Northampton Counties and was the international headquarters of the second largest steel
company in the nation. This Overlay District is consistent with the mandate of the
Pennsylvania Municipalities Planning Code that zoning ordinances shall be used to
preserve historic buildings. This Overlay District recognizes that, because of renovation
costs, this landmark building is endangered with demolition if appropriate redevelopment
is not allowed on the tract. This Overlay District promotes the redevelopment of areas that
are currently underutilized, only partially developed and where buildings are in need of
major rehabilitation. This Overlay District promotes a mix of office, residential and
limited commercial uses. This Overlay District recognizes an area of Bethlehem that is
uniquely situated compared to other areas of the City, and allows future development and
adaptive reuses consistent with such uniqueness.

CMU Mixed Use Commercial District — To promote appropriate types of mixed uses,
including banks, offices and limited commercial uses. The intent is to only allow types of
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commercial uses that would be compatible with adjacent dwellings. This District
recognizes areas that are uniquely situated compared to other areas of the City, and allows
future development consistent with such uniqueness. This District is also intended to
provide transitional zoning provisions adjacent to residential areas.

Pl Planned Industrial District — To permit and encourage modern industrial development
in a park-like setting. To provide a desirable location for those types of industry which are
harmonious with, and do not constitute a hazard or nuisance to surrounding areas. To
maintain landscaped area as part of each lot, to encourage architectural harmony, and to
create an aesthetically pleasing and functional business park.

LI Light Industrial District — To permit and encourage modern light industrial
development that is located and designed to be compatible with adjacent uses and to
contribute to the economic base of the City. To minimize nuisances and hazards.

IN Industrial District — To provide suitable areas for a wide variety of industrial uses and
compatible commercial uses.

IN-O Industrial Overlay District — This overlay area is intended to promote the economic
revitalization of underutilized industrial properties and to provide suitable areas for the
use of business and industry. In order to accomplish this purpose, flexible design
standards will be applied during the plan approval process.

IR Industrial Redevelopment District — To promote the economic revitalization on
underutilized properties that historically were used for older industrial uses. To allow a
variety of non-residential land uses, with flexible design standards applied during the site
plan approval process. This district is mainly intended to allow commercial, office,
research and light industrial uses.

IR-R Industrial Redevelopment - Residential District — To promote the economic
revitalization on underutilized properties that historically were used for older industrial
uses. To allow a variety of non-residential land uses, with flexible design standards to be
applied during the site plan approval process. To also allow rental and condominium
apartment dwellings in combination with complementary commercial uses in the same
building.
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ARTICLE 1304
ALLOWED USES IN PRIMARILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS.

1304.01. Allowed Uses in Primarily Residential Districts.

(@) For the purposes of Articles 1304 and 1305, the following abbreviations shall have the
following meanings:

P = Permitted by right use (zoning decision by Zoning Officer)

SE = Special exception use (zoning decision by the Zoning Hearing Board)
N = Not Permitted

(S.1322) = See Additional Requirements in Article 1322

(b) Unless otherwise provided by State or Federal law or specifically stated in this Ordinance
(including Section 1324.03), any land or structure shall only be used or occupied for a use
specifically listed in this Section 1304 or 1305 as being allowed in the zoning district where
the land or structure is located. Such uses shall only be permitted if the use complies with
all other requirements of this Ordinance. The following uses shall be allowed in the
following zoning districts:
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USES ZONING DISTRICTS
(See definitions in Section 1302) RR** RS RG RT RRC

(1) RESIDENTIAL USES

Single Family Detached Dwelling P P P P N
(Note - Manufactured/mobile homes shall meet
the additional requirements of Section 1322)

Single-Family Semi-Detached Dwelling N N P P N
(Side-by-Side Twin)

Two-Family Detached Dwelling N N P P N
(Typically One Unit Above Another Unit)

Two-Family Semi-Detached Dwelling N N N P N
(Two Units Attached to Another Bldg.)

Townhouses (Single-Family Attached Dwellings or N N P P N

Rowhouses) (S. 1322)
Conversion of an Existing One Family Dwelling into

Two or More Dwelling Units (S. 1322) N N SE SE N
Group Home within a lawful existing dwelling unit
(S. 1322), not including a Treatment Center P P P P P

Multi-Family Dwelling, other than conversion of
an existing one family dwelling into 2 or more
dwellings N N P P P

Open Space Development Option meeting P
Article 1309, with a 3 acre minimum tract size.

Residential Retirement Complex N N N N P

(Amended 9-17-13 by Ordinance 2013-22)

(2) COMMERCIAL USES

Bed & Breakfast Home (S. 1322) N N SE SE N
Funeral Home N N SE SE N
See also commercial uses allowed by Section 1304.04.
(3)_INSTITUTIONAL / SEMI-PUBLIC USES
Cemetery (not including Crematorium) (S. 1322) P N N N N
Community Recreation Center N N P P P
Cultural Center or Museum N N N SE N
Day Care Center, Adult (S. 1322) N N N SE P
Day Care Center, Child (S. 1322) N N N SE N
(See also as an accessory use)
Membership Club meeting and non-commercial N N N SE N
recreational facilities, provided that an “After Hours Club”,
“Tavern” or uses listed separately in this Section
shall only be allowed if so listed in this table and if
the requirements for that use are also met.
Nursing Home and related health care facilities N N N SE P
Personal Care Home or Assisted Living Facility (S. 1322) N N SE SE P
Place of Worship (S. 1322) (includes Church) SE P P P P

**

The allowed uses in the RR-T and RR-F Overlay Districts shall be the same as the RR district, except that the
RR-T and RR-F shall allow some additional housing types as provided in Article 1310.

P = Permitted By Right
SE = Permitted By Special Exception (Zoning Hearing Board Approval)
N = Not Permitted
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USES ZONING DISTRICTS
(See definitions in Section 1302) RR** RS RG RT RRC
(3) INSTITUTIONAL / SEMI-PUBLIC USES (Cont.)
School, Public or Private, Primary or Secondary SE P P P N
(S.1322)
(4) PUBLIC/SEMI-PUBLIC
City Government Uses P P P P P
Government Facility, other than uses listed SE SE SE SE SE
separately in Articles 1304 or 1305
Publicly Owned or Operated Recreation Park P P P P P
Public Utility Facility (See also Section 1301.06) SE SE SE SE SE

other than uses listed separately in Articles
1304 and 1305

Swimming Pool, Non-household SE P P P P
(5) ACCESSORY USES
Communications Antennae meeting Section 1322. P P P P P

pertaining to antenna placed on certain
existing structures

Day Care Center (accessory to and on the same lot P P P P P
as an existing lawful Place of Worship)

Day Care (S. 1322) an accessory to a dwelling:

- Day care of a maximum of 3 adults or youth, in

addition to “Relatives” of the caregiver Not Regulated
- Group Day Care Home (7 -12) N N N SE P
- Family Day Care Home (4 - 6) N SE SE SE P
Home Occupation, Major (S. 1322) SE SE SE SE SE
Home Occupation, Minor (S. 1322) P P P P P

Meal Center (accessory to and on the same lot

as an existing lawful place of worship) (< 50 meals) P P P P SE
(> 50 meals) (S. 1322) SE SE SE SE SE
Meal Center that is NOT an accessory use (S. 1322)  SE SE SE P N
Unit for Care of Relative (S. 1322) P P P P P
Wind Turbine, maximum of one on a lot that is an N N N N N
accessory use and is designed primarily for
on-site electricity use (S. 1322)
(6) MISCELLANEOUS USES
Roadside Stand P N N N N
Crop Farming P P P P P
Forestry P P P P P
Nature Preserve or Environmental Education Center P P P P P
Parking Lot as the Principal Use of a Lot N N N SE N
Livestock and Poultry, Raising of *Article 1159 SE N N N N
Solar Energy Collection Systems P P P P P
Stable, Non-Household (S. 1322) SE N N N N
ol = The allowed uses in the RR-T and RR-F Overlay Districts shall be the same as the RR district, except that the RR-T and

RR-T shall allow some additional housing types as provided in Article 1310.

P = Permitted by right use (zoning decision by Zoning Officer)
SE = Special exception use (zoning decision by Zoning Hearing Board)
N = Not permitted

(S.1322)=  See Additional Requirements in Section 1322
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1304.02.  Permitted Accessory Uses in All Districts. An accessory use of a dwelling is only permitted
if such use is customarily incidental to the residential use and is specifically permitted by
this Ordinance. The following are permitted by right as accessory uses to a lawful principal
use in all districts, within the requirements of Section 1322 and all other requirements of
this Ordinance:

(@ Antennae, Standard for television, radio and similar reception

(b) Fence (See Section 1318) or Wall

(c) Garage, Household

(d) Garage Sale

(e) Pets, Keeping of, in compliance with City Health regulations

(f)  Parking or Loading, Off-Street, only to serve a use that is permitted in that district

() Recreational Facilities, limited to use by: residents of a development or students at a
primary or secondary school or center for the care and treatment of youth, and their
occasional invited guests

(h)  Residential accessory structure

(i)  Signs, as permitted by Section 1320

()  Swimming Pool, Household

(K)  Such other accessory use or structure that the applicant proves to the satisfaction of the
Zoning Officer is clearly customary and incidental to a permitted by right, special exception
or conditional principal use.

1304.03. Reserved

1304.04.  Reuse of Corner Commercial Uses Allowed in the RT and RG Districts. The following uses
shall be allowed in addition to uses allowed under Section 1304.01:

(@) As a special exception, uses that are small in scale, such as but not limited to a professional
office, barber/beauty shop, retail store, nail salon, coffee shop, retail bakery, art gallery, real
estate office, photography studio, green grocer, cafe, or antique store may be approved by the
Zoning Hearing Board (*“the Board™) provided all of the following requirements are met:

(1) The lot shall be at the corner of 2 streets. The primary building shall have an existing
storefront character. This shall include such features as large first floor commercial
window(s) and a main entrance at the corner or along one of the street facades abutting
the commercial windows.

(2) At least a portion of the proposed business space shall have been occupied at one
time by a principal lawful business use. This subsection 2 may allow a business use
to be established even when a nonconforming use has been considered to have been
abandoned. This provision recognizes that some building space may have otherwise
lost its right to be occupied by a nonconforming use. The new business use shall not
necessarily be limited to the floor area that previously was occupied by a business
use. The business use shall be limited to within the existing building, and may not
involve building expansions for the use, other than as may be necessary for fire safety
or handicapped access.

(3) In considering whether to approve the special exception use, the Board shall consider
whether the total impact upon the neighborhood and parking needed for all uses on
the lot after the new use would be in operation would exceed the total impact of all
uses on the lot that existed prior to the application. For example, this decision may
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consider whether the applicant proposes to reduce the number of dwelling units on
the lot.

(4) The Board shall have the authority to place reasonable conditions upon the singular use,
such as but not limited to: 1) limits on hours of operation, 2) limits on the maximum floor
area occupied by the use, 3) requirements that the operator of the use regularly collect
litter on the sidewalk and gutters at edge of street adjacent to the lot, and 4) conditions
that preserve and enhance the residential character of the neighborhood.

(5) As part of the special exception, the Board shall have the authority to modify off-
street parking requirements, considering the total impact of the new uses of the lot
versus the previous uses, and considering whether a percentage of customers are
likely to arrive by public transit and/or walking. The Board may also approve a
reduction in the required parking as part of the special exception approval if the
applicant proves that there is an excess of on-street parking spaces during hours when
the business will be in operation.

(6) Signs shall need approval as part of the special exception process. The Board may
approve a total sign area of up to 20 square feet, which shall be limited to projecting,
wall and/or window signs. No new sign shall be internally illuminated. Any lighting
of signs shall be limited to hours when the use is open to the public. All signs must
comply with any applicable Historical Architectural Review Board (HARB) and Historic
Conservation Commission (HCC) regulations and any other applicable laws and
regulations.

(7) A barber shop, beauty shop, er hairstyling/haircutting use, or nail salon use shall have a
licensed barber, cosmetologist, or nail technician on-site during all hours when the use is
open. The number of styling chairs shall be limited to two (2).

(8) The use shall not meet the definition of an Adult-Oriented Establishment or the definition
of a B.Y.O.B. Club.

(9)  There shall be no on site frying of foods.

(10) Alcohol sales shall not be permitted.

(11) Tattoo parlors and pawn shops shall not be permitted.

(12) All uses must strictly comply with Historical Architectural Review Board (HARB) and/or
Historic Conservation Commission (HCC) regulations, if applicable, in such residential
districts.

(Entire Article 1304.04 Amended 12-24-12, Ord. 2012-44)
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ARTICLE 1305
ALLOWED USES IN PRIMARILY NON-RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICTS.

1305.01  Allowed Uses in Primarily Non-Residential Districts. Only the following uses are allowed
in each respective zoning district, except as may be allowed by Section 1304.03:

For the Institutional Overlay District, see Section 1312.

For the CM-LTN Landmark Conservation and Traditional Neighborhood Overlay District, see
Section 1314.

For additional requirements in the CMU Mixed Use Commercial District, see Section 1313.
For additional requirements of IN-O, refer to Article 1315.

For additional requirements for the IR Industrial Redevelopment District and the IR-R Industrial
Redevelopment - Residential District, see Section 1316.

For manufacturing uses, the types of uses listed in this Section correspond approximately to the

categories of the North American Classification System, administered by the US Department of
Commerce. In case of question about the categorization, such system shall be consulted.

31



City of Bethlehem Zoning Ordinance Article 1305

TYPES OF USES ZONING DISTRICTS
(See definitions in Section 1302) CL CG CB LI IN PI CM I CMU IR IR-R
&CS

a. RESIDENTIAL USES
Single Family Detached Dwelling N N N N N N N N N N N

(Note - Manufactured/mobile homes shall meet

the additional requirements of Section 1322)

Single Family Semi-Detached Dwelling N N N N N N N N N N N

(side-by-side)

Townhouse (Single Family Attached Dwelling) N N N N N N N N N N P

(S.1322)

Multi-Family Dwellings (S. 1322), other than

conversions of an existing one family p* P* P* N N N N N N N P

dwelling into 2 or more dwellings
Boarding House (includes Rooming House)

(S.1322) SE SE SE*
Manufactured/Mobile Home Park (S. 1322) N SE N
Group Home within a lawful existing dwelling

unit (S.1322), not including a Treatment Center P P P N N N N P N N N
Conversion of an Existing One Family Dwelling into

Two or More Dwelling Units (See also N N N N N N N N N N N

Unit for Care of Relative under Accessory Uses),

other than as allowed by the above Multi-Family

Dwellings provision with a street level commercial use.

Dormitories or other Housing Owned or
Operated by a College or University and N P*inCGP* N N N N P N N p*
Limited to Occupancy by Students or Staff NinCS
of the College or University

(in addition to housing listed above)
Fraternity or Sorority N N N N N N N
Live Work Unit in compliance with the P P

Home Occupation and Live Work

Provisions of Section 1322.03.

z2 2

* = For a property fronting along a principal or minor arterial street or a collector street, such housing shall be
located in the same building as a principal commercial use that is on the front street level. This
requirement is not mandatory along the frontage of a local street. See the optional density bonus for
workforce housing in Article 1307.

P = Permitted by right use (zoning decision by Zoning Officer)
SE = Special exception use (zoning decision by Zoning Hearing Board)
N = Not permitted

(S. 1322) = See Additional Requirements in Section 1322
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TYPES OF USES ZONING DISTRICTS
(See definitions in Section 1302) CL***CG***CB***LI IN PI CM | CMU IR IR-R
&CS

b. COMMERCIAL USES

Adult Oriented Establishment (S. 1322) N N N N SE N N N N N N
After Hours Club - Note - This use is effectively N N N N N N N N N N N
prohibited by State Act 219 of 1990.

Airport (S. 1322) (see also Heliport) N N N N SE N N N N N N
Amusement Arcade N P N N N N N N N P P
Amusement Park or Water Park N P N N N N N N N N N
Animal Cemetery (S. 1322) N P N P P P P P N N N
Animal Shelter N N N P P N N N N N N
Auditorium (Commercial), Arena, Performing Arts Center

or Exhibition-Trade Show Center P P P P P P P P N P P
Auto Body Shop or Auto Repair Garage (S. 1322) N P N P P N N N N N N
Auto, Boat or Mobile/Manufactured Home Sales

(S.1322) N P N N N N N N N N p**
Bakery, Retail P P P N P N N N P P P
Bed and Breakfast Inn (S. 1322) P P P N N N N P N P P
Beverage Distributor (wholesale and/or retail) N P N N N N N N N P P
Bus Maintenance or Storage Yard N N N P P P N N N N N
Bus, Taxi or Passenger Rail Terminal P P P P P P N N N P P
BYOB Club in compliance with Section 1322.03.i N in CG N N N N N N N N N

SEinCS

Car Wash (S. 1322) N P N N N N N N N N N
Catering, Custom, for Off-Site Consumption P P P P P P P P N P P
Check Cashing Business (S. 1322) N SE N N N N N N N N N

Communications Antennae, Commercial (S. 1322),

limited to accessory antenna attached to

specified types of structures P P P P
Communications Tower, Commercial (S. 1322), N N N SE

or other antennae that are not allowed under

the above provision
Conference Center or Exposition Center N P P P N P P P N P P
Construction Company or Tradesperson's Head-

quarters (including but not limited to landscaping,

building trades or janitorial contractor). See

also as Home Occupation. Accessory outdoor

storage shall be permitted provided it meets

the screening requirements of Section --. p* P SE* P P P P N N P P
Crafts or Artisan's Studio P P P P P P P P N P P

U T

*

A maximum of 25% of lot shall be used for outdoor storage, which shall be screened by buildings and/or
landscaping from view of streets.

Limited to sales of motor vehicles that is primarily conducted indoors.

All retail and service uses must be enclosed within a building.

*
%

*kk

P Permitted by right use (zoning decision by Zoning Officer)
SE Special exception use (zoning decision by Zoning Hearing Board)
N Not permitted

(S.1322)= See Additional Requirements in Section 1322
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TYPES OF USES ZONING DISTRICTS
(See definitions in Section 1302) CL CG CB LI IN PI CM I CMU IR IR-R
&CS

b. COMMERCIAL USES (Cont.)
Custom Printing, Copying, Faxing, Mailing or
Courier Service and similar services to

businesses P P P P P P P P P P P
Dog Daycare P P N P P P P N P P P
Exercise Club P P P P P P P P P P P
Financial Institution (S. 1322; includes banks), with

Drive-Through facilities allowed in the CB and CL

district only if they use rear for vehicle entry and/or

exit. See Drive-through facilities regulations in

Section 1322.03. P P P P P P P P P P P
Flea Market/ Auction House P P P N P N N N N P P
Funeral Home, without a crematorium P P P N P N N P N P N
Funeral Home with a crematorium N N N SE P N N SE N N N
Gaming Facility, Licensed (S. 1322), other than

small games of chance allowed under State law

and the State Lottery N N N N N N N N N P N
Gas Station, which may occur with a retail store, N P N N P N N N N SE N

and which may also include fueling of vehicles

using hydrogen, natural gas or similar fuels
Heliport (S. 1322) NN N P P P P P N P P
Hotel or Motel (S. 1322) N P P N P N P N N P P
Kennel (S. 1322) N N N P P N N N N N N
Laundromat P P P N P N N P N** P P
Laundry, Commercial or Industrial N N N P P P N N N P P
Lumber Yard N N N P P N N N N P P
Micro-brewery (in combination with a restaurant) P P P N P N N N N P P
Motor Vehicle Racetrack, Outdoor (S. 1322) N N N N SE N N N N N N
Nightclub (S. 1322) N SE SE* N P N N N N P P
Office (May include medical clinics or labs) P P P P P P P P P P P
Pawn Shop (S. 1322) N SE N N N N N N N N N

Personal Services (includes tailoring, custom
dress-making, haircutting/styling, travel agency,
nail salon, dog grooming, dry-cleaning, shoe
repair, "massage therapy, certified” and closely
similar uses) P P P N N N N** N** N P P
Planned Office Commercial Development in
compliance with Section 1313 (which
allows additional uses in the CMU District) N N N N N N N N P N N
Plant Nursery (other than a Retail Store) N P N P P P P P N P P

* Nightclub cannot be located within 120 feet of a Residential District boundary line.

Personal services, restaurants or cafeterias without drive-through service, a Laundromat, a financial institution,
and retail stores may be allowed as accessory uses in a hospital, medical office building, or college or university
building provided they do not have their own exterior entrance and are primarily designed to serve students,
staff or patients of the institution. See also the I-O Overlay District in Article 1312,

P Permitted by right use (zoning decision by Zoning Officer)

SE Special exception use (zoning decision by Zoning Hearing Board) N = Not permitted

(S.1322)= See Additional Requirements in Section 1322

**
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City of Bethlehem Zoning Ordinance Article 1305

TYPES OF USES ZONING DISTRICTS
(See definitions in Section 1302) CL CG CB LI IN PI CM I CMU IR IR-R
&CS

b. COMMERCIAL USES (Cont.)
Propane Retail Distributor, other than pre-packaged sales,

with a 150 feet minimum setback required between

any storage or dispensing facilities and any residential

district, and with Fire Department review. N N N SE P N N N N N N
Recording Studio, Music P P P P P P P P N P P
Recreation, Commercial Indoor (S. 1322) (includes

bowling alley, roller or ice skating rink, batting

practice, and closely similar uses); other than

uses listed separately in this Article N P N N P N N P N P P
Recreation, Commercial Outdoor (including miniature

golf course, golf driving range, archery, horseback

riding, paintball and closely similar uses); other

than uses listed separately in this Section 1305 N P N P P P N P N p* p*
Repair Service, Household Appliance P P P N P N N N N p* pP*
Restaurant or Banquet Hall (S. 1322), other than a

Nightclub
- with drive-through service (S. 1322) N P N N P N N N N SE N
- without drive-through service px** p P N P N N** N** N P P
Retail Store (not including uses listed individually in

this Section 1305). Any drive-through facil-

ities shall meet Section 1322.03. The only

drive-through retail facilities in the CB or

CL district shall be for a pharmacy. p*** p P N P N N** N** N P P
Self-Storage Development (S. 1322) N P N P P N N N N N N
Shopping Center (S. 1322) px** p P N N N N N N P P
Target Range, Firearms
- Completely indoor and enclosed N P N P P N N N N p* PpP*
- Other than above (S. 1322) N N N N P N N N N N N
Tattoo or Body Piercing Establishment (other than

temporary tattoos or ear piercing, which are

personal service uses) P P P N N N N N N P P
Tavern, other than a Nightclub (S. 1322) SEx+x+P Prsss N P N N N N P P
Television or Radio Broadcasting Studios P P P P P P P P N P P
Temporary Commercial Use P P P N N N N N N P P

(Amended 9-17-13 by Ordinance 2013-22)

*

This use is not allowed on a lot that is adjacent to an arterial street (such as Route 412).

**

patients of the institution.

*kx

*hk*k

Tavern cannot be located within 120 feet of a Residential District boundary line.

P = Permitted by right use (zoning decision by Zoning Officer)
SE = Special exception use (zoning decision by Zoning Hearing Board)
N = Not permitted

(S. 1322) = See Additional Requirements in Section 1322
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Personal services, restaurants without drive-through service, a laundromat, a financial institution, and retail
stores may be allowed as accessory uses in a hospital, medical office building, or college or university building
provided they do not have their own exterior entrance and are primarily designed to serve students, staff or

Each business establishment shall have a maximum floor area of 10,000 square feet on any one floor of a
building. This restriction shall not apply to buildings existing at the time of adoption of this Ordinance.



City of Bethlehem Zoning Ordinance Article 1305

TYPES OF USES ZONING DISTRICTS
(See definitions in Section 1302) CL CG CB LI IN PI CM I CMU IR IR-R
&CS

b. COMMERCIAL USES (Cont.)

Theater, Indoor Movie or Live Theater, other
than an Adult Establishment

Trade/ Hobby School

Veterinarian Office (S. 1322)

Visitor Center providing education and
promotional information P P P P P P P P N P P

Wholesale Sales - see under Industrial Uses

U U
U U
U U
vTUT=
U U
vUT=
U=T
> U o
v ZZ2
U U
U U

C. INSTITUTIONAL / SEMI-PUBLIC USES
Cemetery (see Crematorium listed separately) P P P N N N P P N N N
College or University - Educational and Support

Buildings (See also under Residential Uses) P P P N P P P P N P P
Community Recreation Center (limited to a government

sponsored or non-profit facility) or Library P P P P P P P P P P P
Crematorium that is not part of a funeral home N N N SE SE N N SE N N N
Cultural Center or Museum P P P N P P P P N P P
Day Care Center, Adult (S. 1322) P P P N P P P P P P P

Day Care Center, Child (S. 1322)

(See also as an accessory use) P
Dormitory - See under Residential Uses in this table
Emergency Services Station or Training Facility P P P P P P P P P P P
Hospital or Surgery Center or Related Testing and

Treatment Facilities N P N N N P N P N P P
Meal Center (S. 1322) SE SE N N N N N SE N N N
Membership Club meeting and non-commercial

recreational facilities, provided that such use

shall not be open between 2 and 6 AM, and
provided that such use shall only be allowed in
combination with another use if the other use

is allowed in that district and if the requirements

for that use are also met.

Nursing Home, Personal Care Home or Assisted

o
o
p
o
o
o
o
o
o
o

'U
-
-
-
-
=z
z
=z
Z
-
-

Living Facility (S. 1322) N P N N N N N P N N P
Place of Worship (S. 1322) (includes Church) P P P N N N P P P P P
Prison/ Correctional Facility N N N N SE N N N N N N
School, Public or Private, Primary or Secondary P P P N P N P P N P P
Sewage Pump Stations P P P P P P P P N P P
Temporary Shelter (S. 1322) SE SE SE N N N N P N N N
Treatment Center (S. 1322) N SE N SE SE N N N N N N

P = Permitted by right use (zoning decision by Zoning Officer)
SE = Special exception use (zoning decision by Zoning Hearing Board)
N = Not permitted

(S. 1322) = See Additional Requirements in Section 1322
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ZONING DISTRICTS
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d. PUBLIC/SEMI-PUBLIC USES
City Government Uses and Facilities, such as Public

Works Facilities. See also Section 1301.07. P P P P P P P P P P P
Government Facility, other than offices and other

than uses listed separately in this Section SE SE SE SE P SE SE SE SE SE SE
Prison or Similar Correctional Institution N N N N SE N N N N N N
Publicly Owned or Operated Park P P P P P P P P P P P
Public Utility Facility, other than City-owned

facilities and other than uses listed separately

in this Section. See also Section 1301.06. SE SE SE SE P SE SE SE SE SE SE
Swimming Pool, Non-household (S. 1322) P P P P P N P P P P P
U.S. Postal Service Facility, which may include a

leased facility. P P P P P P P P P P P
e. INDUSTRIAL USES
Asphalt Plant N N N N SE N N N N N N
Assembly or Finishing of Products Using Materials

Produced Elsewhere (such as products from

plastics manufactured off-site) N N N P P P P N N P N
Building Supplies and Building Materials, N P N P P N N N N P N

Wholesale Sales of
Data Centers N N N P P P N N N N N
Distribution as a principal use (other than N N N P P N N N N SE N

Trucking Company Terminal)
Electric Power Generating Plant (Other than

Putrescent Solid Waste to Energy, Solar

Energy or Wind Turbines) N N N SE P N N N N SE N
Industrial Equipment Sales, Rental and Service,

other than vehicles primarily intended to

be operated on public streets N P N P P P N N N P P
Junk - outdoor storage, display or processing of,

other than within an approved junkyard or

solid waste disposal area N N N N N N N N N N N
Junk Yard (S. 1322) N N N N SE N N N N N N
Liquid or Gas Fuel Storage, Bulk, for off-site

distribution, which shall require a 150 feet

setback from a residential district and

review by the Fire Department of any

proposed facilities; other than: auto service

station, retail propane distributor as listed

separately, pre-packaged sales or N N N SE SE N N N N N N

fuel tanks for company vehicles

P = Permitted by right use (zoning decision by Zoning Officer)
SE = Special exception use (zoning decision by Zoning Hearing Board)
N = Not permitted

(S. 1322) = See Additional Requirements in Section 1322
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ZONING DISTRICTS

(See definitions in Section 1302) CL CG CB LI IN Pl CM | CMU IR IR-R
&CS
e. INDUSTRIAL USES (Cont.)
Manufacture and/or bulk processing of the following,
provided manufacturing occurs only indoors:
Agricultural Chemicals, Fertilizers or
Pesticides N N N SE SE N N N N SE N
Apparel, Textiles, Shoes and Apparel Accessories
(see also Crafts Studio) N N N P P P N N N P N
Cement Manufacture N N N N P N N N N N N
Ceramics Products (other than Crafts Studio) N N N P P P N N N P N
Chemicals, Manufacture or Bulk Processing of,
other than pharmaceuticals and types listed N N N SE SE SE N N N SE N
separately
Clay, Brick, Tile and Refractory Products N N N P P N N N N SE N
Computers and Electronic and Microelectronic
Products N N N P P P P N N P N
Concrete, Lime and Gypsum Products, N N N SE P SE N N N SE N
other than actual manufacture of cement
Electrical Equipment, Appliances &
Components N N N P P P P N N P N
Explosives, Fireworks or Ammunition N N N N SE N N N N N N
Fabricated Metal Products (except N N N P P P N N N P N
Explosives, Fireworks or Ammunition)
and/or Machine Shops
Food (Human) and Beverage Products, a