RESOLUTION NO.

WHEREAS, the Bethlehem Area School District (BASD) is proposing the demolition of Broughal Middle School; and

WHEREAS, the building was designed by world renowned architect A .W. Leh; and

WHEREAS, Broughal Middle School currently anchors the corner of Packer and Brodhead Avenues in Bethlehem, Pennsylvania; and

WHEREAS, Broughal Middle School is eligible for inclusion upon the National Register for Historic Places; and

WHEREAS, the BASD predicated the need for Broughal’s demolition on the promise of using the site for construction of regulation athletic fields that would be used for games; and

WHEREAS, the BASD has since retracted that promise; and

WHEREAS, Broughal Middle School further serves as the western gateway to Lehigh

University; and


WHEREAS, the construction of the fields will require permanent installation of an eight-foot tall fence along the sidewalk on Packer Ave. to prevent pedestrians from falling nine to 15 feet into the field, and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Bethlehem has in the past, presently, and will in the future, continue to promote and support the preservation and restoration of historic buildings and properties within the City of Bethlehem; and

WHEREAS, the demolition of Broughal Middle School is unnecessary and results in

unnecessary costs and expenses to the Bethlehem Area School District in excess of $2 million

dollars; and

WHEREAS, the demolition of Broughal Middle School further entails significant costs to

the Bethlehem Area School District for abatement prior to demolition; and

WHEREAS, Bethlehem City Council opposes the demolition of Broughal Middle School

and supports its adaptive reuse which would preserve the history and fabric of the City of Bethlehem.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED as follows:

1. The above WHEREAS clauses are incorporated herein and made a material part of this

Resolution.
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2. Bethlehem City Council, promoting and supporting the preservation and restoration of

historic buildings and properties, strongly urges the Bethlehem Area School District to not demolish Broughal Middle School preserving its historical significance and supports utilization of Broughal Middle School for adaptive reuses preserving this magnificent structure and property in the best interests of the City and its residents.

3. Bethlehem City Council directs that a copy of this Resolution as adopted be immediately forwarded to the City of Bethlehem, Lehigh University, the Bethlehem Area School District, Superintendent Dr. Joseph A. Lewis, and the South Bethlehem Historical Society.



  


Sponsored by









ADOPTED by Council this          day of                        , 2009.








             President of Council
ATTEST:

             City Clerk

