
BILL NO. 5 – 2012

ORDINANCE NO. 2012 - _____

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM,

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING

ARTICLE 1703 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES

ENTITLED REQUIREMENTS AND QUALIFICATIONS TO 

OBTAIN LICENSING TO PERFORM ELECTRICAL WORK 

WITHIN THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:


SECTION 1.
That Section 1703.01, Definitions, Subsection (c), of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, which reads as follows:

1703.01
Definitions.
(c)
Residential Electrician shall mean any person, or an employee of a proprietorship, partnership or corporation who, within the City of Bethlehem, engages in or carries on the business of installing, erecting, altering, extending, maintaining or repairing electrical wiring, apparatus, fixtures, devices, appliances or equipment utilized or designated for the utilization of electricity for light, heat or power purposes, or signaling systems, and who carries on such business as an independent contractor, or employee of a proprietorship, partnership, or corporation and who has the final determination and the full responsibility for the manner in which the work is done, and for the materials used and for the selection supervision and control of any workers engaged by said person, proprietorship, partnership or corporation.

Such licensed electrician shall be restricted to residential electrical work in one (1) and two (2) family dwelling and dwelling units.  Work may not be performed in non-residential buildings nor in mixed-use buildings where a single electrical service is utilized for the entire building.  Residential electricians are restricted to the installation of 200 amp single phase services or less and in buildings of not more than three (3) stories.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

(c)
Residential Electrician shall mean any person, or an employee of a proprietorship, partnership or corporation who, within the City of Bethlehem, engages in or carries on the business of installing, erecting, altering, extending, maintaining or repairing electrical wiring, apparatus, fixtures, devices, appliances or equipment utilized or designated for the utilization of electricity for light, heat or power purposes, or signaling systems, and who carries on such business as an independent contractor, or employee of a proprietorship, partnership, or corporation and who has the final determination and the full responsibility for the manner in which the work is done, and for the materials used and for the selection supervision and control of any workers engaged by said person, proprietorship, partnership or corporation.
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Such licensed electrician shall be restricted to residential electrical work in one (1) and two (2) family dwelling and dwelling units.  Work may not be performed in non-residential buildings nor in 
mixed-use buildings where a single electrical service is utilized for the entire building.  Residential electricians are restricted to the installation of 600 amp single phase services or less and in buildings of not more than three (3) stories.


SECTION 2.
That Section 1703.01, Definitions, Subsection (d), of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, which reads as follows:

1703.01
Definitions.



(d)
Residential Electrician's License shall mean a license issued to a Residential Electrician as herein defined, who, by passing the required examination and tests, has qualified as a competent person to be a Residential Electrician.

Shall be amended to read as follows:




(d)
Residential Electrician's License shall mean a license issued to a Residential Electrician as herein defined, who, by passing the required examination and tests, has qualified as a competent person to be a Residential Electrician.  At least one licensed Residential Electrician is required per job.

SECTION 3.
That Section 1703.01, Definitions, Subsection (f), of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, which reads as follows:

1703.01
Definitions.
(f)
Journeyman Electrician's License shall mean a license issued to a Journeyman Electrician as herein defined, who, by passing the required examination and tests, has qualified as a competent person to be a Journeyman Electrician.

Shall be amended to read as follows:
(f)
Journeyman Electrician's License shall mean a license issued to a Journeyman Electrician as herein defined, who, by passing the required examination and tests, has qualified as a competent person to be a Journeyman Electrician.  At least one licensed Journeyman is required per job.

SECTION 4.
That Section 1703.02, Applicants’ Qualifications, Applications and Examinations, Subsection (c), of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, which reads as follows:

1703.02
Applicants’ Qualifications, Applications and Examinations

(c)
Examinations:  Written, or written and practical examinations shall be prepared by the Electricians Examining Board and administered by it to applicants to test each applicant's knowledge of the provisions of this Code and the work covered thereby and no license shall be issued unless the applicant attains a passing mark in such examination.

Shall be amended to read as follows:
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(c)
Examinations:  Written, or written and practical examinations shall be prepared by the Electricians Examining Board and/or International Code Council (ICC) and administered by it to applicants to test each applicant's knowledge of the provisions of this Code and the work covered thereby and no license shall be 

issued unless the applicant attains a passing mark in such examination.


SECTION 5.
That Section 1703.04, Licenses and Fees, Subsection (e), of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, which reads as follows:

1703.04
Licenses and Fees


(e)
License Renewal:  Any license issued hereunder may be renewed without examination, provided application or renewal is accompanied by the renewal fee prescribed hereinafter.  Where an applicant can show good and sufficient cause for his or her inability to renew his or her license before January 1st of any year, the Director of Community and Economic Development may within thirty (30) days thereafter, permit the issuance without examination of a license upon payment of the prescribed fee for such new license within said thirty (30) days.




(1)
All licensees shall be required to provide written evidence that they have satisfactorily completed 30 hours of continuing education in electrical code compliance and an additional 6 hours of safety continuing education within the three years prior to the license renewal date.




For the purposes of the license renewals that become effective for the 36 months following the passage of this ordinance the license renewal requirement shall be limited to 0 credits within 0-12 months of the date of the ordinance, 12 credits within 13-24 months of the ordinance and the full 36 credits within 25-36 months of the ordinance and all renewals thereafter.

Shall be amended to read as follows:


(e)
License Renewal:  Any license issued hereunder may be renewed without examination, provided application or renewal is accompanied by the renewal fee prescribed hereinafter.  Where an applicant can show good and sufficient cause for his or her inability to renew his or her license before January 1st of any year, the Director of Community and Economic Development may within thirty (30) days thereafter, permit the issuance without examination of a license upon payment of the prescribed fee for such new license within said thirty (30) days.




(1)
All master and residential licensees shall be required to provide written evidence that they have satisfactorily completed 30 hours of continuing education in electrical code compliance and an additional 6 hours of safety continuing education within the three years prior to the license renewal date.
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For the purposes of the license renewals that become effective for the 36 months following the passage of this ordinance the license renewal requirement shall be limited to 0 credits within 0-12 months of the date of the ordinance, 12 credits within 13-24 months of the ordinance and the full 36 credits within 25-36 months of the ordinance and all renewals thereafter.

(2)
All Journeyman shall be required to provide written evidence that they have satisfactorily completed 24 hours of Electricians Examining Board approved continuing education, of which at least 6 hours shall be safety continuing education and the remaining hours shall be electrical code compliance,  continuing education, within a three (3) year period.


SECTION 6.
That Section 1703.08, Non-Licensed Work, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, which reads as follows:

1703.08
Non-Licensed Work




No person not the holder of an appropriate license, nor a proprietorship, partnership or corporation not employing a holder of an appropriate license shall install, alter, or repair any wiring or electrical equipment for electric light, heat, or power in or on any building.  No person, partnership or corporation shall cause any such work to be done by any person not the holder of such license, nor by any proprietorship, partnership or corporation not employing a holder of such license, unless employed by and working under the supervision of a person holding a license as herein defined.  No person, not the holder of such license nor proprietorship, partnership or corporation not employing a holder of such license or shall falsely represent that he or it holds such license or shall use in any advertising the words "Master Electrician", "Residential Electrician" or the words "Licensed Electrician" or the words "electrical contractor" or any words of similar meaning or import on any sign, card, letterhead, or in any manner.

Shall be amended to read as follows:



No person not the holder of an appropriate license, nor a proprietorship, partnership or corporation not employing a holder of an appropriate license shall install, alter, or repair any wiring or electrical equipment for electric light, heat, or power in or on any building.  No person, proprietorship, partnership or corporation shall cause any such work to be done by any person not the holder of such license, nor by any proprietorship, partnership or corporation not employing a holder of such license as herein defined.  For the purpose of all work discussed and regulated by this article, “ under the supervision of a person holding a license” shall be deemed satisfied by the employment and supervision of at least one Journeyman Electrician.  No person, not the holder of such license nor proprietorship, partnership or corporation not employing a holder of such license shall falsely represent that he or it holds such license or shall use in any advertising the words "Master Electrician", "Residential Electrician" or the words "Licensed Electrician" or the words "electrical contractor" or any words of similar meaning or import on any sign, card, letterhead, or in any manner.
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SECTION 7.
That Section 1703.12, License Board, Subsection (c), of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, which reads as follows:

1703.12
License Board



(c)
Organization

The members of the Electricians Examining Board shall within thirty (30) days from their appointment, meet specially and organize and shall elect from their members a Chairman.  They shall also elect a Secretary who need not be a member of the 
Board.  The Board shall meet quarterly, after public notice each and every year, for the purpose of considering and disposing of all applications for licenses, providing, however, that when any of the days appointed for a meeting shall fall on a legal holiday, the Board may hold special meetings as frequently as is necessary for the propriety and efficient discharge of its business.  Such meetings shall be held upon forty-eight (48) hours written notice to each member of the Board, stating the purpose of such special meeting.  Four (4) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any and all business.  

Shall be amended to read as follows:



(c)
Organization

The members of the Electricians Examining Board shall within thirty (30) days from their appointment, meet specially and organize and shall elect from their members a Chairman.  They shall also elect a Secretary who need not be a member of the Board.  The Board shall meet three (3) times per year, after public notice each and every year, for the purpose of considering and disposing of all applications for licenses, providing, however, that when any of the days appointed for a meeting shall fall on a legal holiday, the Board may hold special meetings as frequently as is necessary for the propriety and efficient discharge of its business.  Such meetings shall be held upon forty-eight (48) hours written notice to each member of the Board, stating the purpose of such special meeting.  Four (4) members of the Board shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of any and all business.  


SECTION 8.
That Section 1703.13, Owner Performance, of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, which reads as follows:

1703.13
Owner Performance
Any permit required by the Ordinance may be issued to a bona fide owner, occupant of a single family dwelling, which is to be occupied exclusively for living purposes, to do any work regulated by this Code on the said dwelling and on the condition that the said owner personally purchase all material and perform all labor in connection herewith.  

Shall be amended to read as follows:
Any permit required by the Ordinance may be issued to a bona fide owner, occupant of a single family dwelling, which is to be occupied exclusively for living purposes by the owner, to do any work regulated by this Code on the said dwelling and on the condition that the said owner personally purchase all material and perform all labor in connection herewith.  
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SECTION 9.
That all Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed.






Sponsored by
____________________________________







   
____________________________________ 

PASSED finally in Council on the          day of                                      , 2012.








____________________________________ 







President of Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 
City Clerk


This Ordinance approved this           day of                                          , 2012.








____________________________________ 








Mayor 
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