Bethlehem Authority

	MEMBERS OF THE AUTHORITY
	
	Room B311 --- City Administration Building

10 E. Church Street

Bethlehem, PA  18018

Telephone 610-865-7090/610-865-2009

Fax 610-865-7042
	
	

	MARK P. JOBES
    Chairman

JOHN J. TALLARICO, JR.

    Vice-Chairman

RICHARD L. MASTER

    Secretary

VAUGHN C. GOWER

    Treasurer

   Assistant Secretary/Treasurer
	
	
	
	STEPHEN REPASCH

    Executive Director

JAMES L. BROUGHAL, ESQ.

    Solicitor

JOHN V. FILIPOS, CPA

    Controller

BARRY ISETT & ASSOCIATES

    Consulting Engineers

DANIEL L. MEIXELL

    Police – Special Officer


INTER-DEPARTMENTAL MEMORANDUM

Date:

July 30, 2010
To:

Mr. Robert Donchez

                        City of Bethlehem Council President

From:

Stephen Repasch

                        Executive Director, Bethlehem Authority

Subject:
Working Woodlands Program

__________________________________________________________

 Council President Donchez,

As you are probably aware, the Bethlehem Authority has been discussing and negotiating the subject program with The Nature Conservancy (TNC) for over a year. At its regular meeting on July 8, 2010, the Authority unanimously agreed to a term sheet to enroll all but approximately 640 acres of its approximate 22,000 acres of watershed property into TNC’s Working Woodlands Program (WWP). I’ve attached for your review a summary of the benefits of the WWP along with the approved term sheet. 

The purpose of this memo is to introduce this program to Bethlehem City Council for consideration and potential approval. Council’s approval will allow the Authority to negotiate the agreements that are required to formally enroll the watershed properties into the WWP. The Authority is available to present this to a Council Committee of your choice and to the Council at large as may be required.

Thank you for your prompt consideration of this matter and we look forward to working with Council and the Administration toward completion of these agreements that will protect and improve the pristine natural resource we have in our forested watersheds, maintain or improve the already high quality of our drinking water supply for our customers in the City as well as our surrounding municipalities, and provide much needed revenue for the City’s Water system.

Cc: Council Members                                  John Spirk Jr., Esq.

       Mayor John Callahan                            Joseph Kelly, Esq.

       Dennis Reichard                                    Chris Spadoni, Esq.

       David Brong                                          Jim Broughal, Esq.

       Bethlehem Authority Members

