BILL NO. 11 - 2010PRIVATE 

ORDINANCE NO. _________

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM,

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON,

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING

ARTICLE 538 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES

ENTITLED IMPOUNDING ILLEGALLY PARKED VEHICLES.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:


SECTION 1.  That Section 538.01 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem which reads as follows:


538.01  AUTHORITY TO REMOVE AND IMPOUND.


(a)
The Police Commissioner is authorized to remove and impound or to order the removal and impounding of any vehicle parked on any of the streets of the City in violation of any provisions of law, including but not limited to the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code, 75 Pa. C.S.A. 3351, 3352 and 3353, or any ordinance of the City.


(b)
Any vehicle (as defined in the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code) whose owner is delinquent in payment of fines and costs imposed by a district justice as a result of his or her violation of parking laws of the City or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall be prohibited from parking on City streets and may be seized, removed and impounded or immobilized by the Police Commissioner or the Parking Authority.


(c)  
The Police Commissioner is authorized to enter into contracts with all qualified Tow Operators, who meet the objective standards set out in the Tow Operator contract.  The Tow Operators shall provide vehicle removal and impounding services pursuant to terms of such contract.  The Parking Authority is authorized to enter into contracts with not more than six (6) qualified Tow Operators, who shall meet the objective standards set out in the Parking Authority contracts.  The Tow Operators shall provide vehicle removal and impounding services pursuant to the terms of such contracts.


(d)  
The Police Department towing contracts will run for a one year period commencing January 1 and ending December 31.  Applications for Police Department towing contracts must be received by the City no later than sixty (60) days prior to the commencement of the contract term.  For the purpose of the 1996 contract term only, applications from any tow operator not currently under contract with the City will be accepted up until January 15, 1996. The contracts for tow operators currently towing for the City will commence on January 1, 1996. New tow operator contracts will commence the date the contract is fully executed.  All contracts for the 1996 term will expire on December 31, 1996.

Shall be amended to read as follows:

538.01 AUTHORITY TO REMOVE AND IMPOUND.


(a)
The Police Commissioner and/or the Executive Director of the Parking Authority is authorized to remove and impound or to order the removal and impounding of any vehicle parked on any of the streets of the City in violation of any provisions of law, including but not limited to the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code, 75 Pa. C.S.A. 3351, 3352 and 3353, or any Ordinance of the City.


(b)
Any vehicle (as defined in the Pennsylvania Motor Vehicle Code) whose owner is delinquent in payment of fines for five (5) or more parking tickets as a result of his or her violation of parking laws of the City or the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania shall be prohibited from parking on City streets and may be seized, removed and impounded or immobilized by the Police Commissioner or the Parking Authority.

2.


(c)
The Police Commissioner is authorized to enter into contracts with all qualified Tow Operators, who meet the objective standards set out in the Tow Operator contract.  the Tow Operators shall provide vehicle removal and impounding services pursuant to terms of such contract.  The Parking Authority is authorized to enter into contracts with not more than six (6) qualified Tow Operators, who shall meet the objective standards set out in the Parking Authority contracts.  The Tow Operators shall provide vehicle removal and impounding services pursuant to terms of such contracts.  


(d)
The Police Department towing contracts will run for a one-year period commencing January 1st and ending December 31st.  Applications for Police Department towing contracts must be received by the City no later than sixty (60) days prior to the commencement of the contract term.  For the purpose of the 1996 contract term only, applications from any tow operator not currently under contract with the City will be accepted up until January 15, 1996.  The contracts for tow operators currently towing for the City will commence on January 1, 1996. New tow operator contracts will commence the date the contract is fully executed.  All contracts for the 1996 term will expire on December 31, 1996.


SECTION 2.  That all Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed.

SECTION 3.  The provisions of this Ordinance shall be severable and if any provision thereof shall be declared unconstitutional, illegal or invalid, such decision shall not affect the validity of any of the remaining provisions of this Ordinance.  It is hereby declared as a legislative intent of the City that this Ordinance would have been enacted had such unconstitutional, illegal or invalid provision(s) not been included herein.


SECTION 4.  This Ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after enactment.






Sponsored by
____________________________________







   
____________________________________ 

PASSED finally in Council on the          day of                                      , 2010.








____________________________________ 







President of Council

ATTEST:

_______________________________ 
City Clerk


This Ordinance approved this           day of                                          , 2010.








____________________________________ 








Mayor

