   CITY OF BETHLEHEM

    Department of Community and Economic Development Interoffice Memo

To:

Robert J. Donchez, President of Council

From:

Irene Woodward, Housing and Community Development Planner

Re:
Resolutions for Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program  
I would like to request that the attached resolutions be placed on an upcoming Council agenda for consideration.  In order for the organizations listed below to receive the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program funding through the Commonwealth, the City of Bethlehem must act as the applicant under this program.  There will be no financial commitment on the City’s part for this project, but it will be necessary for the City to act as a pass through for the funds.

Below is a brief summary of the projects:

1.  ArtsQuest and PBS 39 have been selected to receive $12.25 million toward the development of an Arts and Education Center project at the former Bethlehem Steel Site.  

2.  Ashley Development has been selected to receive $300,000 toward the redevelopment of the Farr building.

3.  Lehigh University has been selected to receive $1 million toward the construction of a Science and Technology Building project (STEPS).

4.  Majestic has been selected to receive $1 million toward the construction of their Majestic Bethlehem Center, which will redevelop 441 acres of the former Bethlehem Steel property adjacent to LVIP VII.

5.  Ben Franklin has been selected to receive $2.8 million toward the expansion of the Ben Franklin Tech Ventures building in South Bethlehem.

6.  HRP Management has been selected to receive $1.25 million toward the construction of a parking garage at the Martin Tower site.

7.  Northampton Community College has been selected to receive an additional $100,000 toward the rehabilitation and development of a job training center at the Fowler Family Southside Center.

The resolutions authorize the submission of the application as well as authorizing the preparation of a cooperation agreement between the City and each of the organizations’ for the pass through of funds and the assignment of administrative requirements under the Redevelopment Assistance Capital Program to the respective organizations.

Please let me know if you have any questions or would like any additional information on any of the above mentioned projects.
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