
BILL NO. 14  – 2007


ORDINANCE NO. 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM, 

COUNTIES OF LEHIGH AND NORTHAMPTON, 

COMMONWEALTH OF PENNSYLVANIA, AMENDING 

ARTICLE 1714 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES 

ENTITLED HISTORIC CONSERVATION 

DISTRICT – SOUTH BETHLEHEM.

THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BETHLEHEM HEREBY ORDAINS AS FOLLOWS:


SECTION 1.  That the title of Article 1714 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem be changed to read as follows:  


Article 1714 – Historic Conservation District – South Bethlehem and Mount Airy


SECTION 2.  That Section 1714.04 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Definitions”, Subsection “q.”, which reads as follows:  


q.
Historic Conservation District - That geographic area of the City of Bethlehem created by Bethlehem Ordinance No. 3952, as amended by Ordinance 3972, wherein any and all changes to buildings, structures, or appurtenances visible from a public way are subject to review and approval by City Council.

is hereby amended to read as follows: 


q.
Historic Conservation District - That geographic area of the City of Bethlehem created by Bethlehem Ordinance No. 3952, as amended by Ordinance 3972, and further amended by Ordinance No.________, wherein any and all changes to buildings, structures, or appurtenances visible from a public way are subject to review and approval by City Council.


SECTION 3.  That Section 1714.05 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Delineation of Historic Conservation District”, which reads as follows:


1714.05
Delineation of Historic Conservation District


a.
The City of Bethlehem Conservation District shall consist of the geographic area included in the CB, CG, and RG Zoning Districts in Wards 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the City of Bethlehem, and the Historic Conservation District, at the time of the adoption of this Ordinance, as shown on the map, dated March 25, 1999, revised August 26, 1999, in accordance with approval of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC), and further revised November 16, 1999, attached hereto, marked as Exhibit "A" and on Description of Land, marked as Exhibit "B", made a part hereof. 


[b.]
The official Historic Conservation District Map shall be located in the [office of the Building Official] and made available for public inspection.


is hereby amended to read as follows:


1714.05
Delineation of Historic Conservation District


a.
The City of Bethlehem Conservation District shall consist of the geographic area included in the CB, CG, and RG Zoning Districts in Wards 2, 3, 4, and 5 of the City of Bethlehem, and the Historic Conservation District, at the time of the adoption of this Ordinance, as shown on the map, dated March 25, 1999, revised August 26, 1999, in accordance with approval of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC), and further revised November 16, 1999, attached hereto, marked as Exhibit "A" and on Description of Land, marked as Exhibit "B", made a part hereof.
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b.
The City of Bethlehem Conservation District shall be enlarged to include the geographic area of the Mount Airy National Register Historic District, at the time of adoption of this ordinance, as shown on the map, in accordance with approval of the Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission (PHMC), and on Description of Land marked as Exhibit “C”, attached hereto and made a part hereof.


c.
The official Historic Conservation District Map shall be located in the Planning and Zoning Office and made available for public inspection.


SECTION 4.  That Section 1714.06 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Historic Conservation Membership”, Subsection “a.” which reads as follows:


a.
A Historic Commission is hereby established and is composed of [seven (7)] members appointed by the Mayor of the City of Bethlehem and confirmed by Bethlehem City Council. One member shall be a registered architect, one member a licensed real estate broker, one member a building inspector, and the remaining [four (4)] members shall be persons with knowledge of and interest in historic preservation and neighborhood conservation/revitalization, with a minimum of two (2) members as appointed residing within South Side Bethlehem; and additionally, with a minimum of two (2) members as appointed maintaining business interests within South Side Bethlehem.

is hereby amended to read as follows:


a.
A Historic Commission is hereby established and is composed of nine (9) members appointed by the Mayor of the City of Bethlehem and confirmed by Bethlehem City Council. One member shall be a registered architect, one member a licensed real estate broker, one member a building inspector, and the remaining six (6) members shall be persons with knowledge of and interest in historic preservation and neighborhood conservation/revitalization, with a minimum of two (2) members as appointed residing within South Side Bethlehem; and additionally, with a minimum of two (2) members as appointed maintaining business interests within South Side Bethlehem; and additionally, with a minimum of two (2) members as appointed residing within Mount Airy.

SECTION 5.  That Section 1714.06 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Historic Conservation Membership”, Subsection “d.” which reads as follows:


d.
A majority of the appointed members shall constitute a quorum, and action taken at any meeting shall require the affirmative vote of a majority of the Commission members present at the meeting. Except that, if one or more positions is vacant at the time of official
action, a quorum shall be no less than [four (4)] people; and, in the case of an even number of members present because of vacancy or absence, a tie vote shall indicate denial.

is hereby amended to read as follows:


d.
A majority of the appointed members shall constitute a quorum, and action taken at any meeting shall require the affirmative vote of a majority of the Commission members present at the meeting. Except that, if one or more positions is vacant at the time of official action, a quorum shall be no less than five (5) people; and, in the case of an even number of members present because of vacancy or absence, a tie vote shall indicate denial.


SECTION 6.  That Section 1714.07 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Powers and Duties of the Historic Conservation Commission”, Subsection “a.(1)” which reads as follows:

a.(1)
Recommendations Regarding Certificates of Appropriateness - The Commission shall base its recommendations of approval, conditional approval, or denial to City Council on the following: 

(i) 
the appropriateness of [frontal] exterior architectural features which can be seen from a public street or way, [only,] including the general design, arrangement, texture, and materials of the 

3.








Bill No. 14 – 2007










Ord. No. 

building or structure and the relation of such factors to similar features of buildings and structures of period significance in the District;

(ii)
the effect which the proposed change will have upon the general historic and architectural nature of the District; 

(iii) 
in the case of new construction, compatibility with the design guidelines listed in Section 10 of this Ordinance;

(iv) the written determination of appropriateness by the Historic Preservation Specialist; and 

(v) 
the applicant's justification for the proposed activity, including financial feasibility and cost estimates when necessary, as set forth in Section 9. Recommendations to Council may include conditions of approval that modify an applicant's initial application if the applicant agrees to the recommended modifications.

is hereby amended to read as follows:

a.(1)
Recommendations Regarding Certificates of Appropriateness - The Commission shall base its recommendations of approval, conditional approval, or denial to City Council on the following: 

(i) 
the appropriateness of exterior architectural features which can be seen from a public street or way, including the general design, arrangement, texture, and materials of the building or structure and the relation of such factors to similar features of buildings and structures of the period of significance in the Districts;

(ii)
the effect which the proposed change will have upon the general historic and architectural nature of the District; 

(iii) in the case of new construction, compatibility with the design guidelines listed in Section 10 of this Ordinance and other design guidelines specifically created for these conservation districts in conjunction with the Commission;

(iv) the written determination of appropriateness by the Historic Preservation Specialist; and 

(v) 
the applicant's justification for the proposed activity, including financial feasibility and cost estimates when necessary, as set forth in Section 9. Recommendations to Council may include conditions of approval that modify an applicant's initial application if the applicant agrees to the recommended modifications.


SECTION 7.  That Section 1714.08 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Powers and Duties of City Council”, Subsection “e.” which reads as follows:

e. The City Council shall act upon the appropriateness of [frontal] exterior architectural features which can be seen from a public street or way, [only,] and shall consider the general design, arrangement, texture, and material of the building or structure and the relation of such factors to similar features of buildings and structures in the District.

is hereby amended to read as follows:

e.
The City Council shall act upon the appropriateness of exterior architectural features which can be seen from a public street or way, and shall consider the general design, arrangement, texture, and material of the building or structure and the relation of such factors to similar features of buildings and structures in the District.


SECTION 8.  That Section 1714.09 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Activities Requiring Certificates of Appropriateness”, Subsection “a.(1)” which reads as follows:
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a.    
Demolition

(1)
Any activity visible from the public way within the Historic Conservation District requiring the issuance of a demolition permit by the Building Official in accordance with the City Building Code, shall require the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness by City Council; except that demolition of [the following] structures shall be exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance:


[(a)
Accessory structures with footprints less than 100 square feet.]


[(b)
Accessory structures with footprints greater than 100 square feet and constructed in the last fifty (50) years.]

[(c) 
Rear additions constructed in the last fifty (50) years.]


[(d)
Rear appurtenances, including but not limited to porches, decks, patio roofs, balconies, and sunrooms.]

is hereby amended to read as follows:


a.    
Demolition

(1)
Any activity visible from the public way within the Historic Conservation District requiring the issuance of a demolition permit by the Building Official in accordance with the City Building Code, shall require the issuance of a Certificate of Appropriateness by City Council; except that demolition of accessory structures with footprints less than 100 feet shall be exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance.


SECTION 9.  That Section 1714.09 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Activities Requiring Certificates of Appropriateness”, Subsection “b.(1)” which reads as follows:


b.
Construction


(1)
Any construction, reconstruction, or major alterations of principal structures or appurtenances visible from a public way within the Historic Conservation District [requiring the issuance of building permit by the Building Official in accordance with the City Building Code,] shall require a Certificate of Appropriateness, provided that, (i) maintenance or repair of a building or structure or part thereof shall not require review, and (ii) the following construction, reconstruction, or major alterations of appurtenances or accessory structures or elements shall be exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance:


[(a)
Rear appurtenances, including but not limited to porches, decks, patio roofs, balconies, and sunrooms.]


[(b)
Rear building additions intended as year-round living space.]


[(c)]
Accessory structures in the rear or side yard, including but not limited to the following: storage sheds, [garages,] gazebos, detached decks, hot tub enclosures, and animal shelters.


[(d)]
Appurtenances and accessory elements of a decorative or ancillary nature, including but not limited to [awnings,] banners and flags, downspouts and gutters, flower boxes, heating or cooling units, light fixtures, mailboxes[, and shutters].

is hereby amended to read as follows:


b.
Construction
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(1)
Any construction, reconstruction, or major alterations of principal structures or appurtenances visible from a public way within the Historic Conservation District shall require a Certificate of Appropriateness, provided that, (i) maintenance or repair of a building or structure or 

part thereof shall not require review, and (ii) the following construction, reconstruction, or major alterations of appurtenances or accessory structures or elements shall be exempt from the provisions of this Ordinance:


(a)
Accessory structures in the rear or side yard, including but not limited to the following: storage sheds, gazebos, detached decks, hot tub enclosures, and animal shelters.


(b)
Appurtenances and accessory elements of a decorative or ancillary nature, including but not limited to banners and flags, downspouts and gutters, flower boxes, heating or cooling units, light fixtures, and mailboxes.


SECTION 10.  That Section 1714.10 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Design Guidelines”, which reads as follows:

1714.10    Design Guidelines


a.
The general design, arrangement, texture, and material of a new building or structure and the relation of such factors to similar features of buildings or structures in the Historic Conservation District shall be detailed in the application. Consideration shall be given but not limited to the following:



(1)
Size, Scale, Proportion - New construction should relate to the dominant proportions, size and scale of period buildings ([1900] to 1950) in the district. For example, long, low buildings are inappropriate amid taller structures.



(2)
Rhythm and Patterns - Design elements of principal facades should reflect and maintain neighborhood patterns of period buildings ([1900] to 1950), including but not limited to the following: prevalent number of bays; door and window placement; floor-to-floor and cornice heights; spacing between windows and doors and between windows and cornices or rooflines; and dimensions of the facade's base and cornice. Where the use of the structure prevents maintaining the prevalent rhythms and patterns, the design shall incorporate detailing to suggest them.


(3)
Window and Door Openings - The size and design of window and door openings should be similar to those of period buildings ([1900] to 1950) in the immediate neighborhood.


(4)
Materials and Textures - Building materials, textures and treatments should be compatible with those of period buildings ([1900] to 1950) in the immediate neighborhood. Traditional materials common in the Historic Conservation District, such as brick, wood and stone, are preferred.

(5)
Architectural Details - New construction should include details and 

appurtenances reflecting the character defining features of neighborhood buildings of period significance ([1900] to 1950), such as porches, porticos, cornices, lintels, arches, quoins, and chimneys.



(6)
Shape and Massing - New construction should incorporate massing, building shapes, and roof shapes that are present in period buildings ([1900] to 1950).



(7)
Streetscapes - New construction shall reflect prevailing setbacks, and physical elements which define streetscapes, such as brick walls, wrought iron fences, building facades or combinations of these which form visual continuity and cohesiveness with the period buildings ([1900] to 1950).
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is hereby amended to read as follows:

1714.10    Design Guidelines


a.
The general design, arrangement, texture, and material of a new building or structure and the relation of such factors to similar features of buildings or structures in the Historic Conservation District shall be detailed in the application. Consideration shall be given but not limited to the following:



(1)
Size, Scale, Proportion - New construction should relate to the dominant proportions, size and scale of period buildings (1895 to 1950) in the district. For example, long, low buildings are inappropriate amid taller structures.



(2)
Rhythm and Patterns - Design elements of principal facades should reflect and maintain neighborhood patterns of period buildings (1895 to 1950), including but not limited to the following: prevalent number of bays; door and window placement; floor-to-floor and cornice heights; spacing between windows and doors and between windows and cornices or rooflines; and dimensions of the facade's base and cornice. Where the use of the structure prevents maintaining the prevalent rhythms and patterns, the design shall incorporate detailing to suggest them.



(3)
Window and Door Openings - The size and design of window and door openings should be similar to those of period buildings (1895 to 1950) in the immediate neighborhood.



(4)
Materials and Textures - Building materials, textures and treatments should be compatible with those of period buildings (1895 to 1950) in the immediate neighborhood. Traditional materials common in the Historic Conservation District, such as brick, wood and stone, are preferred.

(5)
Architectural Details - New construction should include details and 

appurtenances reflecting the character defining features of neighborhood buildings of period significance (1895 to 1950), such as porches, porticos, cornices, lintels, arches, quoins, and chimneys.



(6)
Shape and Massing - New construction should incorporate massing, building shapes, and roof shapes that are present in period buildings (1895 to 1950).



(7)
Streetscapes - New construction shall reflect prevailing setbacks, and physical elements which define streetscapes, such as brick walls, wrought iron fences, building facades or combinations of these which form visual continuity and cohesiveness with the period buildings (1895 to 1950).


SECTION 11.  That Section 1714.11 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Application Review Procedure”, Subsection “c.”, which reads as follows:

c.
At the time of application, the owner of record or [his] representative shall be advised of the time and place of the Commission meeting when [his] application will be considered and shall be advised that [his] or [his] representative's attendance at the meeting is required.

is hereby amended to read as follows:

c.
At the time of application, the owner of record or his/her representative shall be advised of the time and place of the Commission meeting when his/her application will be considered and shall be advised that his/her or said representative's attendance at the meeting is required.


SECTION 12.  That Section 1714.11 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Bethlehem, entitled “Application Review Procedure”, Subsection “d.”, which reads as follows:
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d.
Public notification shall occur for all applications. The City shall post the property where demolition or new construction is to occur with a yellow notice easily read from the public right-of-way.

is hereby deleted and all subsequent Subsections shall be re-lettered accordingly.


SECTION 13.  All Ordinances and parts of Ordinances inconsistent herewith be, and the same are hereby repealed.






Sponsored by
_______________________________







   
_______________________________


PASSED finally in Council on the          day of                                , 2007.








         President of Council

ATTEST:



_______________                          
    
   City Clerk


This Ordinance approved this            day of                                 , 2007.








                        Mayor 

ARTICLE 1714 - EXHIBIT C

MOUNT AIRY BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Beginning at a point on the southeast corner of Eighth and Prospect Avenue, thence east 210.5 feet along the south side of Prospect Avenue to the northeast corner of property at 821 Prospect Avenue, thence southwest 196.75 feet along the east property line to a point on the north side of Franklin Alley, thence west along the north side of Franklin Alley 166.75 feet to the southeast corner of Eighth Avenue approximately 65 feet, thence west across Eight Avenue 144.35 feet to the southwest corner of property at 903 Prospect Avenue, thence following rear property lines south 2 feet, west 39.65 feet, north 44.35 feet, west 74 feet, south 2 feet, and west 126.5 feet to a point on the west side of Ninth Avenue, thence south approximately 12 feet along the west side of Ninth Avenue, thence west 188.5 feet to a point on the west side of Tenth Avenue, thence south 67 feet along the west side of Tenth Avenue to the northwest corner of Tenth Avenue and Franklin Alley thence west 105.1 feet to the southeast corner of property at 359 Tenth Avenue.

Thence north 173 feet to the northwest corner of property at 359 Tenth Avenue, thence west 30 feet, thence north approximately 166 feet to a point on the south side of Prospect Avenue, thence west along the south side of Prospect Avenue approximately 286 feet to a point at the southwest corner of Eleventh and Prospect Avenues.  Thence south 875.06 feet along the west side of Eleventh Avenue to the northeast corner of Eleventh Avenue and Spring Street, thence west along Spring Street 509.32 feet to the southwest corner of property at 1317 Prospect Avenue, thence north 390 feet, thence west 230 feet to a point on the east side of Thirteenth Avenue, thence north along the east side of Thirteenth Avenue 227.82 feet, thence west 281 feet to the southwest corner of property at 375 Thirteenth Avenue, thence following property lines south 37.67 feet, west 116.04 feet and south 220 feet to a point on the north side of Calypso Avenue, thence west 358 feet along the north side of Calypso Avenue to the northeast corner of Calypso and Fifteenth Avenue.

Thence north along the east side of Fifteenth Avenue 515 feet to the southeast corner of Fifteenth and Prospect Avenues, thence east 755 feet along the south side of Prospect Avenue to the southeast corner of Thirteenth and Prospect Avenues, thence north 185 feet along the east side of Thirteenth Avenue to the southeast corner of Thirteenth Avenue and West Market Street, thence east 1779.62 feet along the south side of West Market Street to the southwest corner of Eighth Avenue and West Market Street; thence south 299.5 feet along the west side of Eighth Avenue to the Point of Beginning.
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